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Contact the Editor

Have any news tips?

Want to submit a calendar event? Have a
photograph to share? Email Nicole Davis at
nicole@myiconmedia.com. And remember, our
news deadlines are several days prior to print.

Aspire announces 2024
legislative priorities

Aspire Johnson County’s priorities for
the 2024 Indiana General Assembly
session include supporting quality

early childhood education expansion
and creative workforce incentives.

Studies show children who are ready

for kindergarten are more likely to be

reading at the third-grade level by the
end of third grade, and more likely to
graduate high school. As well, Aspire
supports policies that can include, but
are not limited to tax credits, career
counseling, remote workforce incentives,
tuition assistance, licensure reciprocity,
investment in trainings, work-based
learning opportunities and affordable
housing initiatives.

myiconmedia.com/
aspire-announces-2024-
legislative-priorities

Aspire President and CEO Christian Maslowski. (Submitted
photo)

Bret Schulz of CGHS named
Teacher of the Year by Air &
Space Forces Association

The Air & Space Forces Association
has named Center Grove High School
Engineering & Technology Department
Chair and Project Lead the Way teacher
Bret Schulz Teacher of the Year. Schulz
has introduced students to potential
careers as aerospace engineers by
forming relationships at Endress+Hauser,
Republic Airways, Greenwood Municipal
Airport and the LIFT Academy and many
others.

myiconmedia.com/bret-

schulz-of-cghs-named-
teacher-of-the-year-by-air-
&-space-forces-association

Bret Schulz, Project Lead the Way teacher and Engineering &
Technology Department Chair at Center Grove High School.
(Submitted photo)

For more information on these articles and other timely news, visit ss-times.com.
To join the conversation, visit our Facebook page or
follow us on Twitter @southsidetimes.

Want to Advertise?

The Southside Times
reaches a vast segment
of our community with
readership of 88%.* smari

For information about
reaching our readers,

call Mark Gasper at

(317) 716-7839 or email him
at mark@myiconmedia.com.
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WITH THE BEST

When the family is about to grow by two feet, you've got a whole team ready to help

you find your footing. Franciscan Health’s labor and delivery specialists take all the

steps to motherhood with you — from prenatal to postnatal, and every step in between,
including advanced care for high-risk pregnancies and breastfeeding support services.

Step into your new role as mom with confidence! Choose your provider today.

FranciscanHealth.org § Fran Ci SC an HEALTH
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By Sherri Coner

Wearing bright green Grinch pajamas,
Kieran Lewandowski-Rhoads, 7, answered
the door while spluttering excitedly about
an unexpected visit from a couple of elves
named Billy and Millie.

“They said they liked the way I decorated
my bathroom,” said this first grader at North
Grove Elementary School. “They said I did it
really good”

With a knowing smile, Kieran’s mom,
Jamie Lewandowski said, “Every time he likes
something new, we decorate his bathroom
like that”

An elf-taught Christmas decorator

This year Kieran’s love for a game called
Garten of Banban caused Mom to break
out some additional creativity. After she
couldn’t find shower curtains or decorative
items to go along with Kieran’s new theme,
Jamie ordered a plain white shower curtain
and vinyl stickers of the characters. After she
and Kieran decorated the shower curtain,
he drew pictures of his favorite Garten of
Banban characters and painted them for
Mom to hang on the bathroom walls.

“He did a really, really good job,” Jamie
said with a smile. “He’s my little artist”

Kieran didn’t want anyone to forget that
his really good job was rewarded by Billie
and Millie’s surprise visit. They not only
wrote a note; they also left a surprise sweet
treat.

Although this visit was problem-free,
this mom and son team of Christmas lovers

Rebels without a Claus
Two mischievous elves keep a Center Grove’s family on their toes this Christmas

After a surprise visit from a couple of elves, Kieran
Lewandowski-Rhoads, 7, of Center Grove poses with
his artwork to decorate his bathroom.

never have any idea what Billy and Millie will
get into when they visit.

Elf-destructive behavior

“They toilet papered my toy room one
time,” Kieran said with a giggle.

Another time, those bratty elves ziplined
from one light to another.

According to Kieran, the bad-behaving
elves have used the kitchen sink as a
bathroom before and also snuck over to his
mommy’s workplace, where she is the Center
Grove High School attendance secretary.

Another time, they mailed themselves to
Kieran’s papa’s house.

cleared, there's awinter wonderland inside and outside
too, at the Center Grove home of Jamie Lewandowski
and her son, Kieran Lewandowski-Rhoads.

Actually, no one can blame Billy and Millie
for spending a lot of time at this Center
Grove address.

Outside the home, Santa is celebrated all
around the yard and even on the roof.

Sleigh’ing it with holiday decor

Inside, stuffed Christmas animals line the
stairway. Bookshelves are filled with colorful
decorations. Santa jackets cover dining
room chairs. A huge talking Santa hangs
around near the fireplace. And the mantel is
lined with stockings.

Jamie’s father, Raymond Lewandowski,
who passed away in October 2022, raised

her and older sister Shannon Procter of
Greenwood, alone.

Their dad always made a big, magical deal
at Christmas.

In fact, once gifts were opened and the
girls thought Santa’s job was complete,
Raymond surprised his daughters with one
more gift, Jamie said with a smile.

She carries this tradition on for Kieran.

Always, Jamie said she has loved to
decorate for holidays, especially Christmas.

But when her only child came along,
December decorating took on a whole new
purpose ... for a little guy with big bright
eyes and ever-lasting energy.

Bad Santa

Billy and Millie are not the only mess
makers when they visit.

Someone else is also kinda sloppy.

“He leaves the milk spills on the table’
Kieran said of the mysterious big guy in
red. “And he leaves crumbs around the plate
from the cookies”

But Kieran has an understanding attitude
about the mess.

“Santa has to do his job before everyone
wakes up. He has to eat quickly,” he said with
a smile.

“They toilet papered
my toy room one time.’

— Kieran Lewandowski-Rhoads

Decorating her Center Grove home each December is one of Jamie Lewandowski’s favorite ways to make her son Kieran Lewandowski-Rhoads’ face light up with Christmas joy. (Photo by Jamie Lewandowski). | (Cover) At the
Center Grove home of Jamie Lewandowski and her son, Kieran Lewandowski-Rhoads, the month of December is all about decorating and discovering what a couple of elves can get into while Kieran is sleeping. Even the
family dogs, Boomer and Bandit, show off their Christmas spirit. (Photos by Sherri Coner)
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PHOTO of the WEEK

The city of Southport’s elected and appointed officials were sworn in for 2024 on Dec. 9. Pictured are city councilors, Larry Tunget, Joseph Haley, Jennifer Haley
and Carol Bowling. Also sworn in were the positions of mayor, clerk-treasurer and more! (Photo courtesy of city of Southport)

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“You don’t have to be rich to give; your
gift can be as simple as a smile.”

Frank Sonnenberg, Soul Food: Change Your Thinking, Change Your Life

Top 10 recent complaints from
Mrs. Santa Claus

By Torry Stiles

10. Just once I would like to go out for
dinner, but there aren't a lot of restaurants
at the North Pole.

9. No matter what he always comes home
from work smelling like reindeer butt.

8. He can make it all around the world
delivering billions of presents but can’t
manage to put a fresh roll on the toilet
paper holder.

7.1 go out for a Girl’s Night with some

of the elves, and all they want to talk
about is who’s seeing who in the toy train
department.

6. If one more reindeer craps on the roof
I'm making deer sausage.

5. The talking snowmen are always arguing
over who’s got the biggest, um, snowdrift.

4. He'll get to drinking and start asking why
I don't look as hot as the TV Mrs. Clauses.

3. Rudolph went all Hollywood on us years
ago and only shows up if Santa pays him in
cash and magic corn.

2. I'm always worried that he’s out all night
and knows who’s naughty.

1. I'm pretty sure some of the elves are
doing pixie dust behind the reindeer barn.

BELIEVE IT!

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsensical
laws on the books. Each week, we’ll share one
withyou...

In Tylertown, Miss., it is unlawful to shave in the
center of Main Street.

Source: stupidlaws.com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

BEECH GROVE

Hornet Park Community Center, 5245 Hornet Ave.,
Beech Grove. | Info: beechgrovechamber.org

Karate for All « Meet and greet with Sensei Jo- | pet Photos with Santa « Get a professional pho-

vanni Martinez of Ryoshi Karate. Learn more : {5 with Santa for $10 and enjoy giveaways, hot

about classes he plans to offer beginning in Jan- : chocolate, shaved ice and pup cups. Proceeds

uary. | When: Dec. 14, 5 - 6 p.m. | Where: Homet : gypport Leann’s Animal Rescue. | When: Dec. 23,
i 11 am. - 3 p.m. | Where: Carefree Club, Inc., 1202
i Leisure Lane, Greenwood. | Info: facebook.com/

L L . i LeannsRescue/events
Mayor Buckley Appreciation Dedication - Live :

music. Small plates & appetizers compliments of
Beech Grove businesses on Main Street. Yellow :
attire encouraged. | When: Dec. 17, 4 - 8 p.m. Re-

marks at 6 p.m. | Where: 524 Main St,, Beech Grove. | Chamber Concert - Nativity Catholic Church pres-

ents nationally known locally based opera singer
i Donata Cucinotta for an afternoon of Christmas
music arranged for soprano and string trio. This
i concert features an eclectic collection of sacred
i music classics ranging from medieval to present :

ACC Breakfast with Santa « Enjoy breakfast with : ay, including a world premiere arrangement by

Santa, games, crafts. This event is designed for | NYC based composer Felix Jarrar. This event is free :

families affected by autism. The cost is $10 per : and open to the public, with a free will offering to :
i be collected. | When: Dec. 17, 3 p.m. | Where: Nativ- :
ity Catholic Church, 7225 Southeastern Ave, India- :

¢ napolis. | Info: donatacucinotta.com

Park Community Center, 5254 Hornet Ave., Beech
Grove. | Info: hornetparkcommunitycenter.com

| Info: beechgrove.com

CENTER GROVE

family. Registration is required. | When: Dec. 16,
9 - 11 a.m. | Where: New Hope Church, 5307 W.
Fairview Road, Greenwood. | Info: autismcc-in.org

Kris Kringle Mingle « Center Grove Choirs is host-
ing an event that features breakfast, pictures with :
Santa, crafts, live music and a character meet and

greet. Online registration available. Tickets are $25 Conservatory Crossing « Come enjoy our winter

for kids or $30 for adults. | When: Dec. 16, Choose : wonderland! See the Conservatory decked out in

° ¢ its holiday best with a brilliant display of poinset- :
The Barn at Bay Horse Inn, 1468 E. Stones Crossing : tijas, model trains and village, and thousands of :

Road, Greenwood. | Info: cgdancepo.ludus.com/ : twinkling lights. Fee: $5 per person, $12 per family

i (2 adults max), 2 and under are free. | When: Now :

i - Dec. 31, Tuesday-Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sun-

No-Cost White Elephant Swap Shop « Declut- | gays 1-5 pm. | Where: Garfield Park Conservatory, :

ter and shop for gifts all at the same time! Bring { 2505 Conservatory Drive, Indianapolis. | Info: gar-

items from : fie|dgardensconservatory.org

around your house and swap them out for some-
one else’s unwanted items. | When: Dec. 11, 6 - 8
p.m. | Where: White River Branch Library, 1664 Li- :
brary Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: jeplin.libnet.info/ :

i Breakfast with Santa and Airplanes - Santa is : annual “Christmas Remembrance” This event is

making a quick stop at the BOLDAviation mainte- :

Festival of Lights and Live Nativity « The Aber- : 5nce hangar to make sure his sleigh is in tip top

deen community welcomes you to their Festival of :

Lights and Live Nativity. Drive through the com- | nyts and coffee with Santa, take pictures with San-

munity to view the decorated homes sparkling : ta, and check out some cool airplanes up close. | i

with thousands of lights, listen to carolers, enjoy : \when: Dec. 16,8 - 11 a.m. | Where: BOLDAviation,
complimentary hot cocoa and cookies at the gate- : 965 Ajrport Access Drive, Greenwood. | Info: face-
i book.com/BOLDAviation/events
in the Duke Homes model home, and follow the :
signs to the Live Nativity at the Aberdeen barn.

Everything is free, but donations to Blessings in

from 9 a.m. seating or 11:30 a.m. seating. | Where:

index.php

in unused or like new unwanted

event/9139942

house while they last, get a free photo with Santa

a Backpack will be accepted at the gatehouse. |
i When: Dec. 16, 2 - 6 p.m. | Where: Aberdeen Com-

i munity, 3840 N. 500 West, Bargersville. | Info: face-

Holiday Luncheon « Join the Greater Beech Grove : pook.com/AberdeenLiving

Chamber of Commerce for a festive and scrump- :

tious Holiday Luncheon, where we'll indulge in : pojar Express Pajama Party « Join in your PJs and

mouthwatering dishes, mingle with friends, and cel- read “The Polar Express,” sip hot chocolate and cre-
ebrate. | When: Dec. 14, 11:30 am. - 1 p.m. | Where: i ate crafts. | When: Dec. 21, 10 a.m. | Where: White
i River Branch Library, 1664 Library Blvd., Green-

i wood. | Info: jcplin.libnet.info/event/9079699

FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP

GARFIELD PARK

GREENWOOD

The Southside Times
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Garfield Brewery

As you catch up with friends and family over the
holidays, you might consider this cozy, friendly brewery
near Garfield Park. If you are looking to support local,
this is the place to be,"according to a Facebook review.
“The staff is amazing! They will definitely make you

feel like you are a part of their family."“Their beers

are always on point and a nice rotating selection for
everyone to find happiness in a pint,"added another
reviewer. Some sweet holiday inspirations include the
Toasted Marshmallow Stout, Gingerbread Christmas
Stout, Pistachio Ice Cream Ale, Cotton Candy Ale,
Toasted Cinnamon Coffee Blonde Toffee Blonde Ale and
Pecan Pie Stout. “For a brewery this place is five stars,
and that's rare from me,’ shared a Yelp reviewer. “They
have a lot of options on their menu like IPAs, citrus IPAs,
stouts, bock, fruit ales, regular ale, wines, etc. There's
plenty to choose from. | got one flight and then one
beer. Everything | tried was amazing.”

Hours: Tuesday through Thursday, 4 to 9:30 p.m.;
Friday through Sunday, noon to 9:30 p.m.; closed
on Monday. Address: 2310 Shelby St., Indianapolis.
For more information, call (317) 602-7270 or go to
garfieldbrewery.com

Get into the Christmas spirit with Saint
Catherine, one of several holiday-themed
brews available during the season. (Photo
courtesy of Garfield Brewery)

i wood for holiday music, beer, and talented local

i wood, 1140 N. State Road 135, Greenwood. | Info: 5
i facebook.com/MashCraftBrews

i ‘Christmas Remembrance’ Event « The holidays :
i can be an emotional time, especially if you have :

- S ; i family that attends the remembrance will receive :
shape prior to the big night. Come enjoy dough- a Christmas ornament from Bronner’s Christmas
i Store. Participants may bring photos of their loved :
i ones to be displayed on the Table of Honor in the
i front of the sanctuary. | When: Dec. 14, 7 pm. | i

i Where: Southport Presbyterian Church, 7525 Mc-

can Health Bereavement Coordinator Karla Riggs-

Artisan Mini Market « Come to MashCraft Green- :

. ’ .
artists and artisans offering you a chance to pur- Phy"IS Dumm’s 100th blrthday
chase last-minute gifts and stocking stuffers. | :

When: Dec. 21, 6 - 9 p.m. | Where: Mashcraft Green- Please join us as we celebrate Phylhs

Dumm’s 100th birthday. No RSVP is
required. The celebration will take
place on Friday, Dec. 29, 2023 from
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. in the Sycamore room
located at Greenwood Village South’s
Pavilion building. The address is 183
Smock Drive, Greenwood, 46143.

INDIANAPOLIS

“How Far is It to Bethlehem?” Vox Sacra, the :
premier choir of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis, :
invites the public to join for its 2023 Christmas :
Concert. | When: Dec. 16, 7 p.m. | Where: St. Luke :
the Evangelist Church, 7575 Holliday Drive East, :
Indianapolis.

Phyllis is a longtime Southside resident
who taught fourth grade at Abraham
Lincoln Elementary for many years.
Please feel free to pass her celebration
event onto others!

PERRY TOWNSHIP

lost a loved one. That's why Franciscan Health and
Franciscan Hospice Bereavement are hosting their :

open to anyone who has lost a loved one. Each

Farland Road, Indianapolis. | Info: Register: Francis- :

Norton, (317) 528-2636
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Home Alone
A Christmas guilty-pleasured-turned-classic

MOVIE REVIEW

By Bradley Lane

The John Hughes-produced, and Chris-
topher Columbus-directed 1990 Christ-
mas classic Home Alone has not always
been regarded in that classic status. Crit-
ical reception for the film was most-
ly positive but ultimately consensus was
lukewarm citing the implausible plot,
mean- spiritedness of the family and espe-
cially the gratuitous slapstick violence un-
leashed on the two villains of the film. De-
spite these reservations from critics, the
film was an instant box office smash hit,
and it remained in theaters as late as June
of the year after its initial November re-
lease. The reason for its massive popular-
ity is immediately evident if you have seen
the film; Home Alone is one of, if not, the
most fun films ever made.

The conceit of the film, being left alone
without any parental supervision, is a uni-

versal power fantasy every child can imme-
diately relate to, and any adult can remem-
ber fondly longing for: complete freedom
and zero responsibilities. That

perfect comedic timing in each of the cuts.
To use an example from an iconic scene,
the wide over-the-shoulder shot of Kev-
in getting ready in the mir-

coupled with the second half’s
idea of rising to the occasion
and bravely defending yourself
from unambiguously terrible
goons in spectacular fashion
makes for comedic and nar-
rative gold. But the concept
alone is not what makes Home
Alone so beloved and rewatch-
able. The true magic behind
Home Alone is solid technical
filmmaking and profound lev-
els of creative artistry. No, se-
riously.

The editing in Home Alone by Raja Gos-
nell has the pinpoint precision of a well-
timed stand-up comedian. Apart from the
inherently hilarious sight of grown men
being outsmarted and beat up by a small
child, the jokes throughout are aided by

ror reveals the setup that he’s
about to put aftershave on his
face, then slightly before he
applies it, it cuts to a close-
up to juxtapose his cool-col-
lected speech to himself with
the joke that he’s a 9-year-old
and most definitely did not
expect the acholic burn on his
face leading to his now iconic
scream.

There is a near infinite
number of positives I could
mention when discussing why
the film works as well as it does (Macau-
lay Culkin’s charismatic performance, the
inspired use of extreme slapstick, the end-
lessly quotable script or the “don’t judge a
book by its cover” messaging) but I want
to home in on one often overlooked aspect

of the film’s greatness, its score. Composed
by the legendary John Williams, his score
for this film is particularly impressive be-
cause it seamlessly blends itself in with the
classic Christmas tunes worked into the
film. It would then be easy for the score
to get lost in the timeless songs we already
know, but it toes a perfect line between
not clashing with the Christmas standards
while asserting itself as instantly classic
and memorable.

Home Alone is an endlessly enjoyable
Christmas classic thanks to great filmmak-
ing, a million-dollar idea and unforgetta-
ble performances and is currently available
to stream on Disney Plus. — 5/5 Stars

Bradley is a Beech Grove High School
alumnus and has been enamored by
film for as long as he can remember.
He recently graduated from IUPUI, with
a degree in Media and Public Affairs
with a minor in Film. Bradley can be
contacted at blane2214@gmail.com.

SPOTLIGHT

Gingerbread house making

Gingerbread houses can be a true work of art. They can also make a sugary mess of
your home as you try to carefully assemble and decorate these tasty treats. Come

to Bella Rose Design to relax, and have fun creating your own gingerbread house
masterpiece without having to clean up the mess on Sunday, Dec. 17 from 1 - 3
p.m.! The houses come fully pre-assembled with Theresa of RockNCakes Cakery. Plus
enjoy gourmet hot chocolate from Amy’s Ice Paradise! The cost for this event is $65
per house. This class is open to children as well, but parent must be present. Bella
Rose Design is located at 1001 N. State Road 135, Suite B3, Greenwood. For more
information, visit facebook.com/BellaRoseDesignsMore.
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MENARDS “GIFT CARD

SHOPPING MADE SIMPLE'

The perfect gift,

EMAILED DIRECTLY TO THEIR INBOX!

Forget to place an order? No worries! Delight them with a Menards eGift Card! Purchase eGift Cards online instantly
and send them directly to the recipient or yourself. No bulky packaging and guaranteed to arrive on time!

SCAN HERE 1o purcHasE AN eGIFT CARD!

Or visit

MeNARDS com’/GiftCards
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GRAMMAR GUY

By Curtis Honeycutt

This is most likely my oldest son’s
last year believing in Santa. I think he’s
onto the big lie my wife and I have been
spinning. Will he ruin it for his young-
er siblings? I sure hope not. After all, our
6-year-old told me just yesterday, “Dad, if
you're naughty, Santa will give you Coke
in your stocking” Bless her heart.

As you know, my expertise isn’t in Mr.
Claus; it’s in mystery clauses. Christmas
has plenty to teach us about punctua-
tion, so let’s delve down the chimney of
Christmas present tense.

Semicolons can really slay if you use
them the right way. In fact, they connect
clauses better than Mrs. Claus Faceti-
ming Santa from the North Pole. A semi-
colon connects two related independent
clauses; they replace a comma and a co-
ordinating conjunction. Here’s an exam-

ple: Last Christmas Eve, it was too foggy
to navigate the sleigh safely; Santa called
on Rudolph to save the day.

Speaking of sleighs, it helps to buckle
up while dashing through the snow (lest
you get UpSOT). In punctuation, a dash
adds emphasis to a phrase. Dashes take
the place of commas to offset writing in a
dramatic way. For example, “The Grinch
— who hated anything related to Christ-
mas — stole Christmas from all the citi-
zens of Whoville”

Christmas is a season of anticipation.
For those who celebrate the spiritual as-
pect of Christmas, the Advent season
reminds us that the long-awaited Mes-
siah would be born in a humble stable
in Bethlehem. Toy-loving kids find great
anticipation in going to bed on Christ-
mas Eve so Santa can bring them toys. In
punctuation, colons build a sense of an-
ticipation. They indicate something ex-
citing is coming, whether it’s a list, quote
or explanation. Curtis has a long Christ-
mas wish list: new pens, novelty socks

How to purposefully punctuate the holiday season

and a 1968 Nolan Ryan/Jerry Koosman
rookie card.

The best way to spread Christmas
cheer is by singing loudly for all to hear.
Similarly, commas are like Santa’s help-
ers in the magical realm of punctuation.
They help to clarify sentences. Commas
tell your reader where to pause and break
up the flow of words, making it easier to
understand what you mean. Noticing the
cookies and milk, Santa took a few sec-
onds to devour a midnight snack.

Think of punctuation marks like glit-
ter — a little bit goes a long way. When
you go overboard with punctuation, your
sentences are littered with excessive,
sparkly dots.

Curtis Honeycutt is a syndicated
humor columnist. He is the author
of Good Grammar is the Life of the
Party: Tips for a Wildly Successful
Life. Find more at curtishoneycutt.
com.

By Dick Wolfsie

This story was inspired by an actual
event. The names have not been changed.

It was about 3 a.m. when Mary Ellen
nudged me and asked, “Are you having a
medical emergency?”

I was sleeping peacefully and until she
woke me up, enjoying a great dream. I
was a bit woozy.

“Who are you?” I asked Mary Ellen.
“And where is Margot Robbie?”

“Very funny. Dick, I just got a text on
my cell phone that you called for emer-
gency assistance. I didn’t see the message
right away. Are you OK?”

I looked at my phone and sure enough
there was a call to 911. Then suddenly I
received another text from Nettie, our
longtime housekeeper.

“Dick, it’s Nettie. Are you OK? I just
got an alert on my phone that you were
having some kind of crisis”

I texted back, “In what kind of crisis
would I need you?"

“I thought maybe you spilled some-
thing on the rug when you went for a
late-night snack and didn’t want Mary
Ellen to see it in the morning”

My wife and I were very perplexed as
to why Nettie even got the alert. Then
another text arrived. It was from Patty
Spitler, my former co-host years ago on
WISH-TV and a well-known TV person-
ality.

“Are you OK, Dick?” she asked. “I just
got a 911 alert you were having some se-
rious problems. Do you need help with
an ad-lib or a funny last line for your col-
umn? Can't this wait ‘till the morning?

I apologized to Patty and told her it
was a false alarm. Then a final text. This
time from my brother in New York who
drives for Uber. The emergency text had
awakened him.

“Dick, it’s Peter. If you are having seri-
ous health issues, I can’t help you right
away. But if it’s a real emergency, I can be
there in 12 hours, but that’s going to run
you about $1,500 and I refuse to come
back light (this is cab talk for having no
passenger on the return trip).

Mary Ellen finally figured it all out.
I must have listed Nettie, Patty and my
brother as alternative contacts on my
phone health app in case Mary Ellen
couldn’t be reached. Why I had picked
two of those particular people, I have no
clue. I decided to change my emergen-
cy contacts. But I needed to find volun-
teers who would be available and willing

Help not wanted as an emergency contact

to help at a moment’s notice. Mary Ellen
finally agreed to remain a contact, but it
took a little convincing and an expensive
dinner out. My brother was a bad option.
He’s too far away and much too expen-
sive. Nettie was a possibility, but she’s
only available on the third Tuesday of
each month.

So, who made that emergency call? I
did, of course. Apparently, I had acciden-
tally clicked the emergency button on the
bottom-left corner of my iPhone just be-
fore I dozed off.

I am pleased that the folks at 911 tried
so desperately to assist me with my emer-
gency that I wasn't really having. If Mary
Ellen had not gotten back to them, I am
sure I would have had a police car, an
ambulance and a fire truck in front of my
house in no time.

I am still missing two emergency con-
tacts. Patty said I could put her back on
the list after she retires. At the rate she’s
going, I don’t think I'll live that long.

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis
with his wife of 43 years. Dick is usu-
ally in the basement trying to think
up something funny to write. He can
be reached at: wolfsie@aol.com.

tHappy tHolidays!

Al

AVALON

senior living

Un-wrap the gift of a
maintenance-free
lifestyle by joining or

Premier Club.

Our Gift to You Includes:

¢ Refundable and NO RISK
reservation fee.

e Priority apartment
selection rate lock for 2024!

e Significantly reduced
reservation fee
(savings of $1500).

Want to learn more
about our services and
experience the Avalon

difference?

Schedule your “Hard Hat”
sneak peek today!

Call 317-999-9292

Time is running out!
OPENING JANUARY 2024
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6 Rooms in a House 4 Flowers
3 MCL Pies
5"E-"Things
2 Indiana ___

1 Hendricks County Town

WomO=Z<mT

ACROSS

1
4
9

12

13

14

15

LBJ successor
Hysteria

"Fill 'er up!" stuff
IMPD alert
"Moving right ___.."

Hr. part

Start of a punny holiday

riddle

18
19

Appliance brand

Surname etched on the

Borg-Warner Trophy nine
times

21
24
26
27
28
29
30
32

Vapor Madness buy
Some soft drinks
Coach Parseghian
Dove's call
Gemstone

Crafty website
Vishnu worshiper

Junkyard sign: ___in

Peace

34
40
4
42
45
48
49
50

Riddle, Part 2

White River sight
"Super Mario" brother
Smartphone downloads
Caller ID?

___ Four (The Beatles)
Lanka lead-in

Finish second at Hoosier

Park

51
52
54

Helps
Andy Mohr auto

Helzberg Diamonds

weight

56
61
62
63
64

Riddle's answer
"HarperValley ___"
Hammer heads
Fla. neighbor

Body art, for short

9 10 M1

65
66

64

Annex

Hogsett or Carson,

briefly

DOWN

Uncooked
Speedometer letters
Pacers' org.

Disfigure

French wine region
"Maybe later"

Asthma sufferers' needs
Preceder of beauty?

FBI guy

Gets in the crosshairs

Shows contempt

65

66

16 Playground game
17 Butler frat letters

20 Indy sports promoter
Compton

21 Cry...cry again?
22 Hairstyle

23 Charged particles
25 Ulndy grad

28 Roman goddess
29 ", Brute?"

31 Small globs

33 Foot part

35 Dog part

36 Affixed

37 Old record player
38 "Yikes!"

39 Smokey Bones order

42 Fireplace debris
43 Ontime

44 1t may get smashed at a
party

46 Frightened

47 Fine wool

50 Pick up the tab
51 Colts passing stat
53 "Darnit!"

55 Org.

57 Ernst & Young tax pro,
initially

58 Angry
59 MashCraft brew

60 ___ Jones Expressway

Answers See page 12
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FOR THE RECORD Obituaries

The Southside Times

Ronald Lee Alexander

Ronald Lee Alexander, 82, Indianapolis, died
Dec. 9, 2023. Survivors: daughters, Jill Kehoe,
Robin (Eric) Eads and Nicole Alexander; four
grandchildren; cat, Daisy Mae. Predeceased: wife,
Marsha; siblings, Michael Alexander and Sandra
Farno. Visitation: Friday, Dec. 15, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
service G. H. Herrmann Greenwood Funeral Home.

Mildred Bailey Armstrong

Mildred Bailey Armstrong died Dec. 8, 2023. She
was born Dec. 5, 1922. Visitation: 11 a.m. to noon;
service at noon, burial at 1 p.m., Forest Lawn
Memory Gardens, Ben Franklin Chapel, 1977 S.
State Road 135, Greenwood.

Fredrick “Fred” Joseph
Engelking

Fredrick “Fred” Joseph Engelking, 92, Greenwood,
died Dec. 8, 2023. Survivors: four sons, Frank
(Lisa), Carl, James (Sarah) and William (Miah);
three grandchildren. Anjanay, Elijah and Kelly.
Predeceased: Barbara. Visitation: 9 am. to 11
a.m. Mass of Christian Burial, Thursday, Dec. 14,
Our Lady of Greenwood Catholic Church. G.H.
Herrmann.

David Milton Glover

David Milton Glover, 71, Greenwood, died Dec.
6, 2023. He was 71. He was born Dec. 23, 1951, in
Brownsville, Penn., to the late Harry Milton and
Ella Catherine (Bates) Glover. There will be no local
public services. Arrangements handled by Forest
Lawn Funeral Home.

Gus and Dimos welcomes you!

H@T@Aé’g

EMPORIUM

Buck Creek - 6AM-3PM
6845 Bluff Road, Indianapolis, IN « (317) 889-2253

Also visit the following locations...

Greenbriar Plaza
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls
(317) 254-5993 « 7AM-3PM

Prestwick Crossing
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon
(317) 745-6262 « 6AM-3PM

Oaklandon Commons
11915 Pendleton Pike, Suites A & B, Indpls

Come in and enjoy a delicious meal and receive

10% OFF (Specials excluded.)

VALID WITH THIS COUPON.

The Southside’s Best Breakfast!
Bring your family and friends and come fill up!

Jerry Lemons

Jerry Lemons, 49, died Dec. 8, 2023. Survivors:
wife, Sandra; children, Elizabeth, Jennifer, Jessica,
Markey and Jacob. Preceded in death by son,
Anthony James Lemons. Service, Friday, Dec. 15,
4:30 p.m. at Norman F. Chance Funeral Home and
Cremation Service, 504 National Ave., with calling
from 2 p.m. until service.

Laurence H. Leonhardt

Laurence H. Leonhardt, 84, died Dec. 5, 2023.
Survivors: wife, Joyce; daughter, Kathy Jackson;
son, Larry Leonhardt; brother, Jack Leonhardt.
Arrangements handled by G. H. Herrmann Funeral
Home. Larry was buried at Forest Lawn Memory
Gardens, Greenwood.

Shirley Jean (Engleman) Lynch

Shirley Jean (Engleman) Lynch, 88, Indianapolis,
died Dec. 5, 2023. She was preceded in death by
her husband, Therodore “Bud” Lynch; daughter,
Cheryl; brother, Ray Engleman. A Celebration of
Life Service will be held Thursday, Jan. 4, 6 p.m.,
G. H. Herrmann Madison Avenue Funeral Home,
5141 Madison Ave., Indianapolis.

Christopher Thomas “Popcorn”
Mathey

Christopher Thomas “Popcorn” Mathey, 62, Beech
Grove, died Dec. 7, 2023. Born to Thomas Mathey
(deceased) and Betty (Rockey) Shearer (survives).
Other survivors: wife, Tara; sons, Mike and John
Mullins; sister; brother, Tony; four grandchildren;
two great-grandchildren; extended family.
Predeceased: stepmother, Joanie Mathey. G. H.
Herrmann Funeral Home.

Delbert "Bud" Gene Mitchell

Delbert "Bud" Gene Mitchell, 82, of Indianapolis,
passed away on Friday, Dec. 8, 2023. He was
born to the late Raymond and Mary Mitchell.
Bud is survived by two sons, Robert Mitchell and
Patrick Mitchell; five grandchildren; three great-
grandchildren; and three siblings, Jeffery (Marcia)
Mitchell, Nora Anderson and Linda Thicksten. He
is preceded in death by his parents; two sons,
Kevin and Keith Mitchell; and four siblings, Diana
Plunkett, Carol Gipson, Marilyn "Mickey" Young
and David Mitchell. Visitation and a service were
held Wednesday, Dec. 13 at Forest Lawn Funeral
Home. Bud was laid to rest at Forest Lawn Memory
Gardens.

Norma Kay (Harvey) Morton

Norma Kay (Harvey) Morton, 75, Indianapolis,
died Nov. 29, 2023. Survivors: husband, Stephen
Morton; daughters, Lora (Sam) Summers,
Katherine (Logan) Cameron, Jennifer Hendrickson
(James Willoughby 1l); six grandchildren: two
great-grandchildren; seven bonus grandchildren;
and nine bonus great-grandchildren. Services
entrusted to Family Funeral Care — Rockville Road.
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Dr. David John Need

Dr. David John Need, 88, died Dec. 6, 2023.
Survivors: children, Dr. Michael (Susan); Stacy;
Laura (Richard) Lord; three grandchildren;
great-granddaughter. Predeceased: wife, Janet;
grandson, Quinton; great-granddaughter,
Kennedy; brother, Dr. Richard Need. Visitation: 4-7
p.m., Thursday, Dec. 14, Friedens United Church of
Christ, Indianapolis, IN 46217. G.H. Herrmann.

Willard Lewis Smith

Willard Lewis Smith, 53, Indianapolis, died Dec.
7, 2023. Survivors: mother, Carolyn Payton; sister,
Connie Smith; brother, Joe Smith; two nieces,
Angie Pinkson and Shelby Smith. Arrangements
handled by G.H. Herrmann East Street Funeral
Home.

Leoda B. Stephens

Leoda B. Stephens died Dec. 7, 2023. She was
born Aug. 30, 1931. Visitation: 9 to 11 a.m., service
at 11 a.m., burial at noon, Friday, Dec. 15, Forest
Lawn Funeral Home, 1977 S. State Road 135,
Greenwood.

Nellie May Stroud

Nellie May Stroud, 97, Indianapolis, died Dec. 2,
2023. Survivors: daughters, Deborah Chappell
(Verle) and Peggy Brown (Mike); grandchildren,
Jason Williams (Anne-Marie), Sarah Weathers
(Corey), Amanda Allueva and Amy Williams;
13 great-grandchildren; and two great-great-
grandchildren. Services were handled by Little &
Sons, Beech Grove Chapel.

Mark Alan Tarter, Il

Mark Alan Tarter, I, 35, Greenwood, died Dec.
7, 2023. Survivors: parents, Mark, Sonia; son,
Markus; sister, Amanda; grandparents, Rodolfo,
Christina Garza; daughter, India. Predeceased:
grandparents, Jim, Dorothy; nephew, Kyson.
Visitation: Friday, Dec. 15, 12:30 to 2:30 service,
G. H. Herrmann Greenwood Funeral Home at the
Gardens of Olive Branch.

Mary R.“Rosie” Von Ins

Mary R. “Rosie” Von Ins, 98, Indianapolis, died
Dec. 6, 2023. Survivors: daughter, Rosie Jane;
12 grandchildren; 22 great-grandchildren;
three great-great-grandchildren. Predeceased:
husband, William “Bill”; son, Donald Paden Jr;
daughter, Vickie Sue; brothers,“Tommy”and James
“Jim” Merrell; children’s father, Donald Paden Sr,;
great-grandson and great-great-grandson. G. H.
Herrmann.
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Basic death notices (up to 50
words) are printed free of charge.
Personalized Obituaries exceed-
ing 50 words will be charged at a
rate of $12 for the first 60 words
and 10 cents for each additional
word. Full-color photographs
may be included for an addi-
tional $10. Families/estates or
funeral directors are encouraged
to send obituaries and photos to
news@ss-times.com. Informa-

tion received by noon Tuesday
will be published Thursday, space
permitting.

Complete
Burial Package

$2100

« For Sections 1 thru 9
« Any Gravesite You Choose
« Opening & Closing
» Concrete Container
« Tent & Chairs « Purchase At Need

Cone L‘lTﬂIn l

i Hlil

ALL ADULT PLOTS $800
COLUMBARIUM NICHE
$1,000 - $1,200

2703 S. Meridian Street
Indpls, 46225 - (317) 786-7733

concordia-cemetery.com
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* Copies of The Southside Times are available each week
in this church's office or lobby.

% CATHOLIC

*Good Shepherd Catholic Church - 2905
S. Carson Ave., Indpls. | Ph: (317) 783-3158.
| Rev. Jeffery Moore, Sac. Minister. | Sat. Mass:
4:30 p.m. | Sun. Mass: 9 a.m. | Ordinariate
Rite 11:00 a.m. | Completely Handicapped
Accessible. | All Welcome!

i ¥ LUTHERAN

¢ Calvary Lutheran Church and School - :
¢ 6111 Shelby St., Indianapolis | (317) 783- :
£ 2000 | info@clcs.org | cles.org | Sat: 6:30
i pm. | Sun: 8 & 10:45 a.m. | Sunday School:
i 9:25am. | Ladies Bible Study: Wed. 10am |
i Womens Bible Study: Wed. 6pm | Engaging  SOUTHERN BAPTIST
© People in Christ through Connecting, : Calvary Baptist Church - 200 Sunset Blvd.,

i Learning, Caring and Serving.

Holy Name of Jesus - 89 N. 17th Ave., Beech
Grove. | Ph: (317) 784-5454. | Rev. Robert
Robeson. | Worship Times & Anticipation
Sun.: 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. | Sat. Mass: 5 p.m.

: *Concordia
i Preschool - 305 Howard Road, Greenwood.
i | (317) 881-4477. | Worship Sun.: 9:30 a.m. |
i Mon.: 6:30 p.m. | concordia-lcms.com.

Saints Francis & Clare Catholic Church :
+ 5901 Olive Branch Road, Greenwood. | Ph: :
(317) 859-4673. | Fr. Steve Giannini. | Sat. :
Anticipation Mass: 5:30 p.m. | Sun.: 7, 8:45
&11:30a.m.

¢ CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
Sixth Church of Christ, Scientist - 7625 :
McFarland Road. | Ph: (317) 888-3204. | Sun.: :
10 am. | Sun. School: 10 a.m. | Wed.: 7 pm. :
| Reading Room Hours Wed.: 5:30-7:00 p.m.

+ NON-DENOMINATIONAL

i Tallwood Chapel Community Church -

WORD.

i ¥ SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST

Southside Seventh-Day Adventist - 4301
Shelbyville Road, Indpls. 46237| Ph: (317)
786-7002.| Services Sat.: 10:45a.m. | Sabbath
School: 9:30 a.m. | southsideadventist.org.

i ¥ UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

i St. John's United Church of Christ « 7031
£ S, East St,, Indpls (U.S. 31, Southport Road).
i | Ph: (317) 881-2353. | Sunday Worship:
i 10:30a.m. | Sunday School: 10:30a.m.

: Greenwood. | Ph: (317) 881-5743. | Sr. Pr.

Lutheran Church and £ Dave Cook| Sun.: 10:30 a.m. | Sunday School:

i 9a.m.| Something for All Ages.

T SPIRITUALIST

@ UNITED METHODIST

i Edgewood United Methodist - 1820 E.
© Epler Ave. | Ph: (317) 784-6086. | Rev. Kevin
¢ Davis. | Sun. Worship: 9 a.m. | Sunday School:
£ 10:15 am. | edgewoodumc-indy.org. | “The
Garfield Park Baptist Church « Meets at Church for The Next 100 Years.”| We are on €9,
i 2560Villa Avenue, Indianapolis, IN 46203 | Ph:

(317)-784-7068 | Worship Service at 11am

¢ Southwood Baptist Church - 501 S. 4th

© Ave, Beech Grove | Ph: 317-786-2719 | :

£ 5560 S. Shelby St, Indpls. | Ph: (317) 787- ¢ proclaiming Christ because we care. | Pastor

: 5595. | The Gospel is a seed - come grow & john C_ Jones Il | Sunday worship 10:45am. |

. with us. | Worship with us Sundays 10:30 . Sundaysch00| 9:30am

i am.Wed. 7 p.m. Prayers are with you during
¢ this time. | BIBLE CHURCH, Ministry of HOLY

i Rosedale Hills United Methodist - 4450
i S.Keystone Ave., Indpls. | Ph: (317) 786-6474

| Email: officerhumc@att.net. | Senior Pastor
Amy Lee. | Sun.: 9:30 a.m. | Sunday School:

i 10:45a.m. | rosedalehillsumc.com.

i T DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

{ First Christian Church of Beech Grove
i« 405 Main Street, Beech Grove, IN 46107 |
{ The Spiritualist Church of Indianapolis - : (317) 786-8522 | In Person on Sundays at
i 3020 S. Meridian St. Ste. E & F, Indianapolis
i 46217.| Sun.: 6:30 p.m. | TSCOL.org.

10:30 or Zoom, same time: 121 813 648

Weehly Dexotion

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer,
believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.

MARK 11:24

Tis the season of peace and good will toward
man. We think of peace as the sense of stillness we
long for from the hustle and bustle of last-minute
Christmas shopping. We try to focus on the reason
for the season, but it is easy to lose our sense of
peace when we face road raging traffic, increased
prices and the uncertainty of whether we will
even find that perfect gift in stock. For many years
| worked the night shift “drunk tank” of lock up. In-
stead of hearing silver bells from Santa’s sleigh, |
would hear the distinct sounds of chains rattling
as they delivered inmates in chain gangs from the
patty wagons into the jail. | will forever remember
the large picture of Santa Claus over the entrance
depicting Santa sitting on a toilet checking his
list twice, with a calendar beneath him counting
down the number of shopping days left till Christ-
mas. As children we learned that if we were good,

and if we wrote letters to Santa and then mailed
them to the North Pole, we might get what we
asked for. The truth of the matter is that it is not
our letters to Santa that bring us the desires of our
hearts as much as it is our prayers of faith. God’s
presence brings us the greatest peace, not in the
stillness of life’s quiet moments, but instead it is
as He walks and talks with us in the chaos of this
world’s most difficult battles. The greatest present
is not found in a gift-wrapped box beneath a tree,
it is found in His presence as we pray on bended
knee!

God bless and go and have a great day.

Pastor Dan Bailey is the chair of the Mayor’s Faith Based
Round Table for the City of Beech Grove, who believes in
its mission statement to “Strengthen the Community with
Christ’s Love.” He is a lifelong resident of Southside with
his wife, four children and five grandchildren. He has also
been a criminal investigator for the last 30-plus years for
the Public Defender Agency.

Every week, we aim to share the best of the
Southside community sharing the stories of
people who make a difference every day.

What stories in the community deserve to be told?

What community Icons deserve recognition for what
they do for Southside residents and organizations?

Forward your suggestions

to Nicole Davis at nicole@icontimes.com

Soiithside Times
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Tree/Stump/Limb Removal

. UUH Trimming — Shaping — Lot Clearing
MER N Landscaping - Mulching - Shrub
RV Work —Firewood — Bucket Service

Insurance Claims

FREE ESTIMATES & FULLY INSURED = ¥ ‘@
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED ey

Reed’s Cleaning
- Solutions

Affordable residential and
commercial cleaning

317-358-9844

reedscleaningsolutions.com

Stewarts Tree Service
Go with the Best! - 317-322-8367

«StumpRemoval [T~ -"T"TTTTTTTCTT T g o
« Landscaping 1
- Bucket Truck h
+ Tree Removal ! any work over $500 =
«Thinning 0 =
- Deadwooding 1 'd
« Seasoned l L

Firewood ESTABLISHED 1980
. 0dd Jobs S RN 2  satisfaction Guaranteed
+ Mulching All Major Credit Cards Accepted Fully Insured

1 COUPON PER CUSTOMER.
FIREWOOD EXCLUDED

Storm Damage  Trimming - Removal - Firewood - Lot Clearing

serV ‘? »

24-HouR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

317-474-0834

Bucket Truck Service « Spraying « Stump Removal - Topping - Root Feeding

Senior Citizen Discount | Insured & Bonded | Free Estimates

Public/Legal

PUBLIC NOTICE AUCTION OF PROP- Queen size bed
ERTY BY Nick's Packing And Storage LLC. frame,dresser.good
Public auction of personal property including shape.$500 for
household goods, furniture, non-perishables,  both.text 317-205-
belonging to the following persons: Samuel 5829 for pictures.
Omeeboh, Samuel Lucas Tunny, Lashay Bey

On Thursday December 21, 2023 at 6:30PM

The location for the auction is: Mike Heimel

Auction Services 59 N. 2nd Ave, Beech

Grove, IN 46107 PURUSANT TO IC 32-31-

4-4,1C 32-31-4-5, IC 26-1-7-210(B)(5)

JOHNSON COUMTY

Sothside Times ICON
WE ARE

HIRING

MANAGING EDITOR -
WRITERS -

AMANDA@MYICONMEDIA.COM
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Puzzle Time Answers
SEE PAGE 9

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE:

Rooms: BATHROOM, BEDROOM, DEN,
KITCHEN, OFFICE, STUDY;

Things: BIKE, CIGARETTE, COMMERCE,
SPORTS, TICKET;

Flowers: DAISY, PEONY, ROSE, TULIP;
Pies: CHERRY, PECAN, PUMPKIN;
Indiana: JONES, PACERS;

Town: PITTSBORO
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