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CGHS’ Reising named  

Ashbrook Scholar
 

SCHOLAR – Matthew Reising, a recent grad-
uate of Center Grove High School, has been 
selected to be an Ashbrook Scholar. The Ash-
brook Scholar program is an honors program 
for undergraduates studying political science 
or history at Ashland University. The program 
is administered by the Ashbrook Center, a uni-
versity-affiliated nonprofit organization that 
provides rigorous educational programs for 
both college students and high school civics, 
government and U.S. history teachers. Ash-
brook Scholars also engage in private con-
versations with distinguished visiting schol-
ars and public figures, take part in seminars 
taught using the Socratic method, participate 
in internships tailored to their interests, and 
write, present, and defend a “Statesmanship 
Thesis.” All Ashbrook Scholars are awarded a 
minimum $2,000 annual scholarship, renew-
able each year based on merit. Several other 
named scholarships also have been estab-
lished specifically for Ashbrook Scholars. On 
average, Ashbrook Scholars receive nearly 
$13,000 per year in scholarships.

Plainfield-Guilford  
library presents Mathis’ artwork
 

ARTWORK – The Plainfield-
Guilford Township Public Li-
brary will exhibit more than 
40 pieces by Center Grove-ar-
ea artist Beverly S. Mathis. This 
free exhibit is located on the 
second floor of the Library and 
will run now through Aug. 29.  Since 1996, 
Mathis has been an art instructor at the South-
side Art League, Inc. (SALI) in Greenwood. She 
currently teaches two watercolor classes per 
week and students of all ability levels are en-
couraged to attend. Her paintings are also on 
display at the SALI Off-Broadway Gallery and 
the Brown County Art Gallery. For more infor-
mation, visit www.plainfieldlibrary.net. The Li-
brary is located at 1120 Stafford Rd., Plainfield.

Blevins is new manager for  
Habitat for Humanity of JC

NEW HIRE – Habitat for Hu-
manity of Johnson County re-
cently hired Jenny Blevins as 
the Affiliate Support Manag-
er where she will assist with 
all aspects of the organiza-
tion. Prior to joining Habitat, 
Blevins worked in banking for 14 years, most 
recently in the trust department at Mutual 
Savings Bank. Jenny is a 2016 LJC graduate 
and has participated in numerous non-profit 
events throughout the county. She resides in 
Trafalgar with her husband and two children. 
She enjoys traveling, reading and spending 
time with family and friends.



TICKETS Online: TheCenterPresents.org or call the Box Office: 317.843.3800  

MORE CONCERTS AND EVENTS AT THECENTERPRESENTS.ORG

SEASON SPONSOR2016-17 SEASON

These activities made possible, in part, with support from Butler University, Indiana Arts Commission and the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency.

THE OFFICIAL BLUES BROTHERS REVUE 
Sat., Aug. 27 at 8pm | The Palladium 

GEORGE THOROGOOD &  
THE DESTROYERS 
Sat., Sept. 17 at 8pm | The Palladium 
 
HUBBARD STREET  
DANCE CHICAGO 
Sept. 23 & 24 at 8pm | The Tarkington
 
UP, UP, & AWAY: MARILYN MCCOO  
& BILLY DAVIS JR. AND  
THE NEXT DIMENSION 
Fri., Sept. 23 at 8pm | The Palladium

ARTURO SANDOVAL 
Fri. Sept. 30 at 8pm | The Palladium

REDUCED SHAKESPEARE CO. 
THE COMPLETE HISTORY OF AMERICA 
(ABRIDGED): ELECTION EDITION 
Fri., Sept. 30 at 8pm | The Tarkington

LEANN RIMES 
Sun., Oct. 2 at 7pm | The Palladium 

AN EVENING WITH JOAN BAEZ 
Thur., Oct. 20 at 7:30pm | The Palladium

R.E.M.’S MIKE MILLS’ CONCERTO FOR 
VIOLIN, ROCK BAND, AND ORCHESTRA 
Sat., Nov. 5 at 8pm | The Palladium 
 
DR. JOHN “THE SPIRIT OF SATCH”  
WITH NICHOLAS PAYTON 
Sat., Nov. 19 at 8pm | The Palladium

SANDI PATTY CHRISTMAS 
Fri., Dec. 2 at 8pm | The Palladium

DAVE KOZ & FRIENDS HOLIDAY 
Thur., Dec. 8 at 7:30pm | The Palladium 

CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY  
OF LINCOLN CENTER 
Fri., Dec. 9 at 8pm | The Palladium

NEIL BERG’S “101 YEARS OF BROADWAY” 
Sat., Jan. 21 at 8pm | The Palladium

SARA EVANS 
Fri., Feb. 3 at 8pm | The Palladium

”1964 THE TRIBUTE”  
CELEBRATING THE BEATLES 
Fri., Feb. 17 at 8pm | The Palladium 

DANÚ: AN EVENING OF CELTIC MUSIC 
Fri., Mar. 10 at 8pm | The Tarkington 
 
JOEY ALEXANDER TRIO 
Sat., Mar. 25 at 8pm | The Tarkington

ERTH’S DINOSAUR ZOO LIVE! 
Sun., Apr. 23 at 1pm & 4pm | The Palladium

THE TIME JUMPERS FEATURING  
VINCE GILL, KENNY SEARS,  
“RANGER DOUG” GREEN,  
AND PAUL FRANKLIN 
Fri., Apr. 28 at 8pm | The Palladium 

MICHAEL FEINSTEIN  
WITH SPECIAL GUEST 
Sat., Apr. 29 at 8pm | The Palladium 
 

SEPT
09

SCOTTY MCCREERY
8 PM | THE PALLADIUM

JUST ANNOUNCED!
LYLE LOVETT & ROBERT EARL KEEN
7:30 PM | THE PALLADIUM

OCT
19

SEPT
27

LANG LANG
7:30 PM | THE PALLADIUM

APR
07

JUST ANNOUNCED!
KENNY ROGERS  
FINAL WORLD TOUR 
THE GAMBLER’S LAST DEAL

DEC
05

JAZZ AT LINCOLN CENTER ORCHESTRA WITH 

WYNTON MARSALIS
7:30 PM | THE PALLADIUM

DEC
03

ALAN CUMMING
8 PM | THE PALLADIUM

SEASON HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:

CLASSICAL SERIES SONGBOOK SERIES SPOTLIGHT SERIES BLUES/POP/FOLK SERIESINDIANA MUSIC SERIES HOLIDAY SERIES

tickets on SALE NOW!
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As a battalion chief 
for the Greenwood 
Fire Department, 
Chris Harrell says 
he enjoys spending 

time with the firemen on his shift, learning 
about them and how to help them grow in 
their career. 

Harrell grew up in Southeastern Ken-
tucky, joining the Airforce at 18. He spent 
seven years as a firefighter for the Airforce, 
serving in Operation Desert Shield and 
Desert Storm. After returning to the U.S., 
he worked in California in the department 
of forestry, the department of defense as 
a firefighter and in Fayetteville, N.C. before 
coming to the Indianapolis Airport. 

After taking a training class with some 
part-time Greenwood firemen, he was en-
couraged to apply to the department. 

“Their professionalism – walking in and 
seeing the organization and how it ran,” he 
says about why he chose to work for Green-
wood. “Knowing that 80 percent at that 
time was part time, and how it still ran as 
a career department. Now that’s probably 
60/40.”

He was hired part time at the Greenwood 
Fire Department in 1998. He was hired full 
time in 2005 as a captain. He was promoted 
to battalion chief in 2013.Harrell resides in 
the Center Grove area with his wife, Melissa 
and four children.

What was your inspiration to become a 
firefighter? 

I started in the Airforce as a firefighter. It 
was more of a desire of the unknown, some-
thing different. The best thing, for most ev-
eryone, is helping people.

What has been one of your most 
gratifying moments on the job? 

You’re helping people at their worst 
times. Being able to help them when they’re 
down is awesome. Helping them is the most 
gratifying. We went to New York on 9/11. To 
see how that all comes together, everyone 
helping each other, the citizens and every-
one swarming into the different sites and 
making it work – America as what it’s sup-
posed to be. But again, it’s everyone’s worst 
time.

What aspect of the job do you  
find most challenging? 

Managing day-to-day operations in the 
ever-changing fire service. When I came in 
27 years ago to now, it’s almost night and 
day. The generation that’s coming up now 

is smarter, faster and do things better than 
my generation. Technology is their forte. 
Managing the generations and making that 
blend and come together as one.

What do you enjoy doing  
in your off-time? 

Baseball. I love spending time with family 
and going to baseball games, softball, bas-
ketball, sporting events.

What are your future goals, 
professionally or personally?

At this point as a battalion chief I’ve gone 
further than I thought I would. It just de-
pends on the right opportunity at the right 
time. Personally, to be a better husband, 
father and follower. You can never learn 
enough.

What would you have done if you  
hadn't become a firefighter?

I would be in law enforcement. 

Chris Harrel
Battalion Chief originally joins  

Greenwood Fire for its professionalism

Compiled by Nicole Davis

Greenwood Battalion Chief Chris Harrell.
Photo by Nicole Davis

BEHIND the 
BADGE

By Jeff Beck
Early Center Grove football teams would be very proud of the current program, 

especially after last year’s win by the 6A Trojan State championship team. Many 
Center Grove residents are proud of the Trojans football team and its leadership, 
as the season will be long remembered and written about in Center Grove Sports 
history.	

The 1938 football team was a seven-man team wearing leather helmets with 
Brad Schultz leading the newly formed team. Wilbur Hardin, assistant coach, later 
became guidance counselor and superintendent of Center Grove Schools. Team 
manager Harvey Thompson became a farmer, deputy sheriff for Johnson County, 
and marshal for Town of Bargersville. The principal of Center Grove High School 
when the football team started was Harry Hays. The site of first football field per 
Don Hendricks, Center Grove graduate 1947 was south of the current high school 
and in front of Center Grove Alternative Academy.

History tells us football was short lived at Center Grove. The team, mostly sons 
of White River Township farmers, often would have “chores” at home, thus un-
able to practice. World War II also saw many potential football players serving our 
county. Football ended after a very short time at Center Grove.

Aug. 16, 1956, the Franklin Evening Newspaper reported football was again ac-
tive at Center Grove High School. Coach Marvin Hawkins was leading a group of 
28 men to start a seven game schedule. The first year, 1955, saw no field competi-
tion; he year was dedicated to learning basics, rules and going over and over drills 
to be used for first competitive season.  

Don Blackwell, CGHS 1957 is credited as scoring the first touchdown. Center 
Grove lost to Greenwood 32 -7. The 1961 yearbook states Millard Sutton, senior, 
was honored as State of Indiana Gridiron scoring champion.

HISTORY & 
ARCHITECTURE

Jeff Beck is a lifelong Bargersville resident who has a passion for the history 
of the Center Grove area. He has authored the books, Bargersville and Center 
Grove: Unveiling the Past.

First and 10 at CGHS

CAstleton square mall
P : 317.849.5790

the fashion mall at keystone
P : 317.574.0777

SHOP NOW FOR
BACK TO SCHOOL!
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Center Grove News Quiz
How well do you know your Center Grove community?  

Test your current event knowledge each month with a little Q&A!

1 How old is Saints Francis & Clare 
Catholic School turning this school 

year?

❏ A. �5
❏ B. �10
❏ C. �15
❏ D. �20

2 Jennifer Rakow is the new 
executive director of which Center 

Grove organization?

❏ A. �Parent-teacher association
❏ B. �Education foundation
❏ C. �Booster club
❏ D. Red Alert Robotics

3 Mt. Auburn United Methodist 
Church off Smith Valley Road is 

celebrating its ______ anniversary this 
year with a special worship and lunch on 
Sept. 18.

❏ A. �50th
❏ B. �100th
❏ C. �130th
❏ D. 190th

4 Dr. Davin Harpe of Sugar Grove 
Elementary School was recently 

named ______ of the Year for District 
9 of the Indiana School Association of 
___________.

❏ A. �Principal
❏ B. �Teacher
❏ C. �Chef
❏ D. Parent

5 Lots of Anniversaries! Mallow 
Run Winery will celebrate its 10th 

anniversary with a ____ ____ celebration 
on Labor Day weekend.

❏ A. �Line Dancing
❏ B. �Wine & Canvas
❏ C. �Hog Roast
❏ D. Wine Fest

Answers on Page 31

"Getting the band back 
together for another 

great year #backtoschool 
#letsdothis  

http://ift.tt/2ahwJuT" 

TWEET 
of the 

MONTH
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PERSONALIZED  

 ALERTS?

  YOU KNOW IT.

 Checks cleared

 Deposits posted

 Card transactions posted

 Payees and payments due

 Set balance levels reached

 Suspicious transactions

Sign up for email or text Alerts 

for the accounts you choose to 

keep track of transactions.

261-9000

Jeff Peterson
@petersonjeffrey
posted on July 29
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190 Years
Mount Auburn Unithed Methodist Church

•	Auto
•	Home	
•	Business
•	Life

“Supporting familes and  
businesses and our Community  

in Central Indiana  
since 1955”

6825	Madison	Ave.,	Indianapolis,	IN
www.cardinalinsurance.com

786-9236

Congratulations for 
190 years of witnessing 

and service to the 
community

The Wheeler  
Family and  

Cardinal  
Insurance

Below: Youth Choir, 1958

Mount Auburn United Methodist 
Church celebrates its 190th anniversary 

of faith, family and fortitude
Pages 6-8

By Nicole Davis
Mt. Auburn United Methodist Church was 

initially called the Pleasant Hill Society, a 
home on the banks of Pleasant Run Creek 
just three miles of where the church is now. 
A group from that church formed Mt. Au-
burn Society in 1835, in the former resi-
dence of William Harrell, located just south 
of what is now Dye’s Walk. The church relo-
cated to a ¾ acre property on the Southside 
of Stones Crossing Road in 1904. 

“I remember growing up in that church 
and getting connected to the youth,” said 
Elaine (Francis) Collins, lifelong Mt. Auburn 
member. Her family is in its fifth genera-
tion of Mt. Auburn parishioners. “I was very 
active in the children’s choir. The thing I 
remember the most was the sanctuary. 
We had wooden pews and stained glass 
windows. It was a beautiful building. We 
had Sunday school classes in the back part 
of the church. We had a basement where 
the church kitchen was. We used to have 
our church dinners down in the basement. 
Youth groups would meet there.”

By the 1950s, the population of White 
River Township had nearly tripled. Mem-
bers of the church attempted to purchase 
adjoining land to grow the church build-
ing, but could not. A 14 ½ acre farm was 
purchased in 1966 where Mr. Auburn stands 
today; it has continued to expand and grow 
since. Notably, the church made land avail-
able for four baseball diamonds to serve the 
Center Grove Little League. The fields were 
named in honor of Mt. Auburn member 
Harry McNabb who had been instrumental 
in founding the Center Grove Little League 
which grew to be the largest little league in 
the state. 

Collins’ wedding to her late husband, 
Larry, was the sixth wedding held in the 
new building.

“The church is not just a building,” Collins 
says. “It’s the people in it. Mount Auburn 
has been such a great home place for me. 
My boys went to daycare here, preschool, 
played little league, went to the teen center 
for many activities, in youth group. We have 
gotten a lot out of Mt. Auburn. When my 
husband passed away, his funeral service 
was in the sanctuary where we got married, 
the same room.”

In 1963, Mt. Auburn began to offer full-
day kindergarten, before Center Grove 
schools began offering the program.  It later 
added preschool and discontinued kinder-
garten in 1968. The daycare was added in 
1979, working with Center Grove Schools 
and the state Board of Health to develop 
curriculum and receive certification. It 
opened its doors in August with five stu-
dents but by December had 150. The day-
care averages 130 children today.

“We have a long history of our daycare 
there,” says Heather Bonser, parishioner. 
“People will say ‘my kids went there’ or even, 
‘I went there.’  We’ve been able to fill a need 
and know our kids are going to a safe, Chris-
tian environment.”

Church membership began to boom in 
the late ‘70s.

“Back in the late ‘70s, early ‘80s, we had a 
popular minister, a very dynamic speaker,” 
Collins says. “We got so big that we out-
grew our sanctuary. We had to build a new 
sanctuary to accommodate the people. He 
was here seven years. When he left, a lot 
of our congregation did, too. They formed 
another church. We probably lost over half 
of our congregation. It was a big transition. 
We didn’t need that large sanctuary any-
more so it was converted it into classrooms 
to be used for the day care, Sunday school 

and a teen center. It was a 
great community outreach. 
There is a big core group 
of people that have stayed 
through all of this, because 
Mt. Auburn is just home 
for a lot of people. It has 
grown back.”

In March 1986, a tornado 
destroyed much of the 
church, with more than 
$500,000 in damage. The 
daycare was in session 
when the tornado struck, 
but no one was injured. 

“My son, Lance was in 
here that morning,” Collins 
says. “We came that night 
to look at the devastation. 
There was a small tree in 
his classroom. We couldn’t 
figure out why there was a tree in the class-
room. There was no roof.”

Mt. Auburn temporarily relocated to Cen-
ter Grove Middle School and the daycare 
temporarily moved to Maple Grove Elemen-
tary. Renovation on the church was com-
plete by Easter 1987.

“It was pretty devastating,” Bonser says. 
“After that, it was a rebuilding time, not only 
for our church but our congregation as well. 
It’s something people still talk about today.”

The church continues to grow, expand 
and change to accommodate the growing 
needs of its congregation. 

“I have only been here a couple of years, 
but our son went to the preschool and little 
league,” says Sharon Beck. “It is a very warm 
and inviting church.”

The church continues to focus on serv-
ing its community both locally and globally 
through missions and more. In 2013, a Tra-
falgar church became Mt. Auburn Fellow-
ship UMC, an outreach extending beyond 
the Greenwood church 

In November 2008, the church broke 
ground to the O’Dell Family Life Center 
which opened in 2009. Worship now takes 
place in “The Courts,” or the basketball 
courts. Members help set up and take down 
chairs each Sunday where the space serves 
as a community room the remainder of the 
week. In 2011 the Chambers Celebration 
Center was created, a worship space for chil-
dren and the church’s Jesus and Me (JAM) 
program. 

Dr. Jim Wesley Hertel served as senior 
pastor from 1990 until 2014. Pastor Jeff Buck 
currently serves in that role.

Sharon and her husband Jeff are helping 
with a committee to compile the history of 
Mt. Auburn UMC for its anniversary.

“One of the things that came out of the 
190th anniversary committee, pastor Jeff 
Buck wanted to interview a lot of the senior 
members,” says committee member, Jeff 
Beck. “His idea was to have the youth inter-
view people like Elaine and her brother and 
develop that as a living history. He wants 
the history to stay alive... In 10 years it’ll be 
our 200th. It seems like a lot of time but it 
will go fast.”

The church having existed for 190 years 
creates an interesting internal dynamic, 
Bonser says. 

“You have the roots, the people who have 
been here,” she says. “We have a lot of those 
families that generation after generation 
have gone here but then you have people 
that have lived in the area but have come 
here later in life. Families might be com-
ing to live here and find this church is like a 
home to their family. We have a lot of diver-
sity in our church because of that.”

Mt. Auburn UMC will celebrate its 190th 
anniversary on Sept. 18 with its One Com-
munity Worship Service at 10 a.m., a church 
photo at 11:30 a.m. and a lunch at 12 p.m. 
The lunch is $10, including BBQ grilled 
chicken, 1/3 lb. steakburger or jumbo hot 
dog, sides, a snack and more. Lunch will 
take place outdoors.

For more information on the church, visit 
mtauburnumc.org.

*Editor’s Note: This article was compiled thanks 
to the historical information provided by Jeff and 
Sharon Beck and the parish committee.

COMMUNITYCover Story
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Across top: 1926 congregational gathering
Above, left: 1853-1904
Above, center: Certificate dated January 5, 1902
Above, far right: 1968 – Groundbreaking

Bottom, left: 1904-1968
Bottom, center: 1960's Cub Scouts
Bottom, right: 1968
Submitted Photos

From its daycare, youth leagues, little league, Boy Scouts and even a tornado, 
Mt. Auburn United Methodist Church has touched the lives of countless people 
who have walked through its doors or felt a helping hand from its congregation. 
As the church celebrates its 190th anniversary, members continue to focus on 
inviting people in, connecting to one another and serving both locally and glob-
ally.

“You see the ups and downs of everything that has happened over the years,” 
says Heather Bonser, director of communications at the church and member 
since 1999. “We’ve had some good times but there have also been some bad 
times. God has always been faithful and led His leaders and the people through-

out that. For a church to be 190 
years old, you can’t help but 
give glory to God for that to 
happen. The people in 1826, if 
they hadn’t taken that initia-
tive and heard that calling to 
start a church, where would 
Mt. Auburn be today?”

COMMUNITY Cover Story

190th Celebration at Mt. Auburn UMC
When: Sept. 18, 10 a.m. One Community Worship Service,  

11:30 a.m. church photo and 12 p.m. All-American Picnic Co. Lunch
Where: 3100 W. Stones Crossing Rd., Greenwood • Cost: $10 lunch

Info: Visit mtauburnumc.org. 
Email Julie Burns for tickets by Sept. 8 at julieb@mtaburnumc.org.
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Above and to the right: Elaine (Francis) Collins and her late 

husband, Larry, were the sixth wedding to take place in the then-new 

Mt. Auburn UMC building. That cornerstone still stands today, inside 

of the church.�
Submitted Photos

“Thank you 
for your 

service to the 
community 

for 190 years!”

251 N. State Rd. 135
Greenwood, IN 
(317) 881-5067

ORCHARD GOLF CENTER

Congratulations, Mt. Auburn 
United Methodist Church 
as you celebrate 190 years 
in ministry! Dedication, 

commitment, and a devoted 
love of God have brought you 

to this place in time.
The United Methodist  
Churches of Indiana,  
Central District

Walker Finest
Eggs

Thank you 
Mt. Auburn for 190 years 

of faith and service

Fresh Local Eggs
Phone: (317) 881-4754
1275 West Main Street
Greenwood, IN 46142

Above: 1960, From left: Bertha Brown, Eunice McKinney, Alta Francis, Alma Rund, Minnie Surface, 
Louise Bodine, Opal McCarty, Mrs. Wilson.

Above: W.F.C.S. Women's Society of Christian 
Service making peanut brittle during the 
1960's and 70's. Proceeds helped to support 
mission projects. From left, Alta Francis, 
Dorothy McNabb, Bertha Brown and 
Catherine Doty.

1835 – Mt. Auburn Society was 
formed. When the original meeting 
house was destroyed, a portion of 
the woodwork was salvaged and 
made into a baptistery which the 
church still keeps of a memento.

1848 – The new church building was 
needed and construction began. 
Candles provided light for evening 
services. A partition through the 

center of the sanctuary separated 
men’s and women’s benches. The 
partition was removed in 1881.

1949 – After a two-story parsonage 
was built west of the church in 1948, 
they needed a way to pay down the 
mortgage. Pastor Robert Holmes, 
age 24, had the idea to raise the 
money through “Lord’s Acre,” where 
the church rented 40-acres of land 

which farmer’s planted crops, sold 
to pay down the debt. The entire 
congregation got involved in 
projects, selling items from ducks to 
bales of hay or handmade goods at 
an auction which drew 2,500 people 
from the surrounding community. 
The debt was paid.

1963 – Mt. Auburn Kindergarten 
formed with its first teacher, 

Janet Pollock. Linda Peters and 
Dorothy McNabb served on the 
first kindergarten committee. Linda 
later helped establish the daycare in 
1979.

2008 – Archeologists dug the “old” 
Mt. Auburn cemetery because of 
the anticipated widening of State 
Road 135 to five lanes by the Indiana 
Department of Transportation. 

They found four times the remains 
than they originally thought and 
unearthed foundation stones of the 
original church building. County 
records indicated 20 graves and 
the dig revealed 78. The graves 
were relocated to GH Herrmann, 
The Gardens at the Olive Branch 
cemetery, the sites marked and 
fenced in.

Mt. Auburn through its 190-year history...
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IndianaSpineGroup.com

747 East County Line Road,  Suite L
Greenwood, IN 46143 

317.893.1960

• Treatment of acute  
back and neck pain

• Specialized injections 
including steroid, 
epidural and nerve blocks

• Traditional minimally 
invasive surgery and 
microsurgery

• Complex spine surgery

Indiana Spine Group Greenwood

Jose Vitto, MD
Interventional Pain 
Management

Justin Miller, MD
Spine Surgeon

Indiana Spine Group is pleased to announce our new Greenwood office.

P rompt Patient Appointments

• Hearing Tests
• Diagnosis
• Hearing Aid Repairs
• CROS/BI-CROS Hearing Systems
• In-Home Testing Available
•  Dispense The Newest Technology

• Most Major Insurances
•  We feature units that assist with 

tinnitus (ringing in the ears) 
treatment

•  Siemens, Phonak, Resound 
Hearing Technology

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE

GREENWOOD OFFICE SUITES
3209 W. Smith Valley Rd., Ste. 149

Greenwood, IN 46142
Ph: (317) 865-7676

M-F, 9:30 AM -4:30 PM and Saturday by Appointment
audioxcellenceinc.com

FREE HEARING SCREENING & BATTERIES

Traditional, Custom

Remote Microphone,  
CustomWE’VE

MOVED!

MOVE IN SPECIAL

50% 
OFF!
LIMITED TIME  
ONLY. Listen 

Up!

By Nicole Davis
It is important to the 

Center 
Grove Education Foundation 
to have an executive director 
who has strong community 
ties and a passion for Center 
Grove Community Schools, 
says Carla Johnson. Jennifer 
Rakow will fill that role. 

“We felt she would be a 
great fit from the start,” says 
Johnson, who stepped down 
as executive director June 30. 

Jennifer grew up in Owos-
so, Mich., graduating from 
Owosso High School. She 
finished her undergrad at In-
diana University. Before hav-
ing her children, she lived on 
the Southside of Indianapolis 
and worked with the National Institute for 
Fitness and Sport for five years. She lived in 
Tennessee for a couple years.

Jennifer and her husband, Derek, moved 
to the Center Grove area in 2003.

“When we came back it was important 
for us to find a good school system,” Jenni-
fer says. “We only had one child and he was 
five. We were just starting the school pro-
cess. We bought a house here specifically 
because we wanted our kids to go to Center 
Grove Schools.”

Jennifer and Derek now have two chil-
dren: Chris is a senior at Center Grove High 
School and Cooper is an eighth grader at 
Center Grove Middle School North. Both 
children are involved in school sports, so 
Jennifer says she spends a lot of time taking 
them to their games. 

She has worked the past five years at 
Saints Francis & Clare Catholic Church in reli-

gious education and youth ministry. 
As the new executive director of CGEF, 

Jennifer says she is lucky to 
come at a time when the or-
ganization is on the upswing, 
continuing to look at ways to 
grow and raise more funds. 

The next fundraiser, Toast 
of the Town, will be held in 
November. The most recent 
fundraiser, the 2016 Gala for 
the Grove held in April, raised 
$66,000 which went to teacher 
grants in the school system. 
The education foundation had 
received $97,000 in grant ap-
plications last year.

“This is an awesome oppor-
tunity to help and work with 
the community and with our 
school system,” Jennifer says. 

“We have five new board members and 14 
returning members. That’s a lot of support. 
That’s a great place for me to start.”

Jennifer Rakow
Submitted Photo

‘A great place to start’
Center Grove Education Foundation names Jennifer 

Rakow as its new executive director

FEATURE

It’s a simple but effective way of 
helping people reach their financial 
goals – and it’s a way of doing 
business that Raymond James has 
pioneered for more than 50 years. 
Make your voice count. Partner with 
our team of financial advisors and 
get guidance that’s in tune with 
your life. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

Sarah Eder, AAMS®
701 E. County Line Rd., Ste. 302 
Greenwood, IN 46143
(317) 885-0114
(800) 382-9487
Sarah.Eder@RaymondJames.com
StewartLewisEvans.com

©2015 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC.

Raymond James® is a registered trademark of Raymond James Financial, Inc.

15-BDMKT-1770 ME/CW 4/15

“This is an awesome 
opportunity to help 
and work with the 

community and with 
our school system…”

~ Jennifer Rakow
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We’re on the move! Please  note that 
we’re located at our current temporary 
location at 1675 W. Smith Valley Rd., 
in Greenwood, and  looking forward to 

serving you at our new location at 195 N. 
Emerson Ave., Greenwood, IN. We’ll be 

celebrating with you when we finalize our 
move at the end of December! 

Watch our progress at 
http://www.talktotucker.com/moves/

No matter where we’re at,  
we’ll always be YOUR neighbor!

Future Home of 
F.C. Tucker Realtors®

Visit www.TalkToTucker.com/Moves for more details

Your friend, 
your neighbor

Our 
neighborhood

F.C. Tucker celebrates the groundbreaking of its new South office with the Greater Greenwood Chamber of 
Commerce.

F.C. Tucker to open new South office in Greenwood
 

GROUNDBREAKING – F.C. Tucker Company, an independent real estate company, broke 
ground Aug. 4 on its new South office, located at 195 N. Emerson Ave., just north of Main 
Street in Greenwood. When complete by the end of 2016, the one-story, 7,000-square-foot 
office building will feature modern, comfortable working spaces, multiple meeting rooms, an 
outdoor patio and technology that meets the needs of today’s mobile real estate profession-
als. The space, designed for flexibility and convenience, will accommodate 65 associates and 
will allow the staff to grow from their previous location that supported 42. In June, the South 
office moved from their previous location at 705 S. State Road 135 to a temporary location at 
1675 W. Smith Valley Road until construction of the new building is complete. 

Center Grove welcomes new teachers
SCHOOLS – Center Grove Community Schools began  

on Aug. 2, welcoming its newest teachers.
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Harry C’s Craft House of 5055 S Dearborn 
Street has been a Southside landmark since 
1955.  Located in the Saint Jude 
and Roncalli area neighborhood 
Harry C’s Great Food - Fun - Spir-
its has now become Harry C’s 
Craft House.  

The new and improved Harry 
C’s Craft House emphasizes fresh, 
locally grown and produced 
foods, beers and spirits.  Harry C’s 
features six draft beers from Indi-
ana City Brewery located at Wash-
ington and Shelby Streets, 
a line of vodka, gin and 
whiskeys from 12.05 Dis-
tillery produced on Virginia 
Avenue in historic Fletcher 
Place.  To complement the 
new food menu, many ingre-
dients are acquired from lo-
cal producers such as Smok-
ing Goose Meatery, Myers 
Butcher Shop, Batch #2 and 
Saint Adrian Meats & Sau-
sage.

The original Harry C’s founded by 
Harry Carter in 1955 opened on Madison 
Avenue and over the years became a chain 
with four area locations in Indianapolis and 
Greenwood.  Today only the continuous op-

erating anchor location of  Harry C’s Craft 
House remains and is now located in the area 

of Thompson Avenue and McFar-
land Avenue on the east side of 
Carson Square Strip Mall.  

Owner Steve Neal acquired 
Harry C’s in 2010 and immedi-
ately set about the tasks of re-
modeling the facility, upgrading 
the food suppliers, improving the 
operation and adding new enter-
tainment.  “It is time to upgrade 
again” said Steve Neal.  “The new 

Harry C’s featuring the fresh 
and local concept, brings 
the downtown Craft House 
experience to the south side, 
Beech Grove neighborhood” 
added Neal.  

Besides Weekly musi-
cal entertainment featuring 
Steve Jeffris on Mondays. 
Karaoke Gold on Tuesdays, 
local bands such as Acous-
tic Flashback and special 
appearances of Will Scott, 

Harry C’s hosts events such as beer and 
spirits tasting with brewers and distillers ex-
plaining the differences between the drinks 
and how they are produced.  

Harry C’s is open seven days a week open-
ing Sunday through Friday at 11 a.m. and 
featuring breakfast on Saturdays opening 
at 8 a.m.  It boasts a Party Room that can be 
partitioned from the rest of the dining room 
and can seat up 50 guests.  A sound enclosed 
game room features pool table and pinball 
machine and the beautiful outside dining 
deck features a water fountain and shelter 
area with TV.  

Harry C’s Great Food - Fun - Spirits just 
became even better as Harry C’s Craft House!  

 5055 S Dearborn St, Indianapolis, IN 46227 (317) 787-3787 • www.harrycs.com

CRAFT BEER & LOCAL SPIRITS

(FORMELY HARRY C’S GREAT FOOD & SPIRITS)

“I really enjoy the Indiana City Brewing 
craft beer, especially the Shadow Boxer. I’m 
partial to oatmeal stouts. It has a really nice 
finish. It doesn’t sit too heavy on your belly.”

Lou Townsend, Perry Township

By Beth Wade 
The coming of the 

200th birthday of the 
state of Indiana brings many celebrations to 
the community. One of these celebrations is 
The Indiana Bicentennial Torch 
Relay which selected members 
from the community to repre-
sent their county by carrying 
a torch through the state. Tom 
Brogan, a retired Center Grove 
High School History and U.S. 
Government teacher, is one 
of those lucky few selected 
to carry the torch for Johnson 
County. 

Brogan is active in the Cen-
ter Grove community. He is 
involved in the CASA program 
which is an advocate for chil-
dren within the court system. 
Brogan also does a lot of work 
with the local food pantry, helps out with 
senior citizens, the homeless, and children 
who are indirectly involved in the court sys-
tem. Brogan says he is extremely honored to 
be able to represent Johnson County in the 
torch relay.

“The bicentennial is really special to me,” 
Brogan says. “It is a really important birth-
day for our state, and it’s exciting to see how 
this unites the state and all of its 92 counties 
together. I hope that the relay stimulates 

everybody to reflect on how the state has 
come along these last 200 years.”

Brogan is not the only Center Grove-area 
resident representative for Johnson County 
in the relay. Jeff Beck, a member of Mt. Au-

burn UMC, and Jack Russell, 
the president of the Center 
Grove School Board, have also 
been chosen as torch bearers. 

“It is such an honor to be 
selected as a torch bearer. I am 
sure there were many, many 
nominations, so to be picked 
out of all of them is a great 
honor,” Russell says. “

Russell says he is look-
ing forward to learning more 
about Indiana through the 
entire experience. “Once you 
think you know a lot about 
something you find out you 
don’t.” 

The torch will reach Johnson County 
on Sept. 23 and be walked, ran and driven 
through the county until it is passed along 
to Shelby County on the 24.

All fired up
Center Grove residents carry the torch for  

Indiana’s Bicentennial Celebration

FEATURE

Submitted Photos

Torch Bearers Jeff Beck and Jack Russel (first picture from left) point to Johnson County  
and in the second picture, hold the relay torch.

Tom Brogan
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By Haleigh Inscore 
Having begun in De-

cember 2015 and now 
sitting at over 80 members, 100 Women 
Who Care Johnson County is nearing its 
goal of being able to present a $10,000 
check to a local organization in need. 

The main re-
quirement for 
membership is a 
pledge to donate 
$500 per year. 
The first $100 of 
that goes directly 
toward the 100 
Women Who Care 
Future Fund and the rest is contributed in a 
$100 quarterly donation at each meeting. 

Garnet Vaughan, a member who helps 
promote the group, says her favorite thing 
about it is the ‘no-strings-attached’ dona-
tion.

“The granting process for most charitable 
gifts is so long and tedious and full of red 
tape and there are so many restrictions on 
what money can be used for,” she says, “…so 
the fact that we give these gifts no-strings-
attached is a huge benefit to the organiza-
tions because we can help them pay for 
things that they wouldn’t otherwise have 
been able to pay for. For me that’s what’s re-
ally special.” 

Vaughan noted that operational expens-
es, such as replacing a roof, would not be 
covered by most grants. 

Johnson County women are not alone in 
their endeavor; more thna 200 chapters of 
100 Women exist throughout the coun-
try. Carol Phipps, one of four founders of 

the Johnson County 
group was a mem-
ber of the chapter in 
her second home of 
Edgar County, Ill. and 
thought the group 
would also succeed 
in Johnson County. 
Phipps then met with 

three friends, Dorcas Abplanalp, Cheryl Mor-
phew, and Gail Richards, to propose starting 
a local chapter, and says “they were all over 
it.” 

100 Women Who Care Johnson County 
meets one evening per quarter between 
5:30 and 6:30 pm, with an optional gather-
ing a half an hour before the meeting com-
mences. Though their numbers have grown 
quickly since its conception, Vaughan says 
100+ Women would be phenomenal, “it can 
be as many people as we have who are in-
terested in participating.” 

To become a member or learn more 
about 100 Women Who Care Johnson Coun-
ty, visit jccf.com.

No strings attached
100 Women Who Care Johnson County  

nears its philanthropic goal

FEATURE

100WWC Founders from left, Cheryl Morphew, Dorcas Abplanalp, Carol Phipps and Gail Richards.
Photo by Haleigh Inscore

SCHOOL FAIR – Red Alert Robotics Team 
1741 will present a free, fun-filled day for 
the whole family with its STEM Fair on Aug. 
27, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. at Center Grove Middle 
School North, 202 N. Morgantown Rd., 
Greenwood. See robots in action (and drive 
one); try hands-on science and technology 
activities; watch a drone demo; learn about 
STEM careers; and more! Meet FIRST® Ro-
botics team members and find out how you 
can participate. Food is available from John-
son’s BBQ Shack and Ella’s Frozen Yogurt. 
Visit redalert1741.org to learn more.

Red Alert Robotics Team 
1741 to host STEM Fair

SCHOOL SPORTS – Center Grove High 
School student-athletes Christian, Haley 
and Jalen Goines recently competed in 
the USATF Hersey National Youth Outdoor 
Championships in Millersville, Pa.  Christian 
finished 1st in the High Jump and 5th in the 
110M High Hurdles in the 17-18 Age Divi-
sion. Haley finished 2nd in the 15-16 High 
Jump and 7th in the 100M Hurdles.  Jalen 
finished 16th in the 15-16 High Hurdles. The 
Top 8 received medals. http://www.usatf.
org/Events---Calendar/2016/USATF-Her-

shey-Youth-Outdoor-Championships/Re-
sults/HTML-Results.aspx

The students also competed in the 2016 
USATF National Junior Olympic Track & Field 
Championships.  Christian competed in the 
17-18 High Jump and 110M High Hurdles, 
Haley in the 15-16 High Jump, Long Jump 
and 100M Hurdles, Jalen in the 15-16 110M 
High Hurdles. Haley received a 7th place 
medal in the 15-16 High Jump.

CG athletes have top scores at national  
youth championships

Christian, Haley and Jalen Goines at the USATF 
National Championships.

Haley Goines at the USATF National Junior Olympics 
Championships. 

"…we can help them pay for 
things that they wouldn’t 

otherwise have been able to  
pay for." ~ Garnet Vaughan
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Iaria’s Italian Restaurant
DINNER:

Tues - Thurs: 5pm - 9:30pm
Friday: 5pm - 10pm

Saturday: 4:30pm - 10pm

LUNCH:
Tues - Fri: 11am - 1:30pm
Call ahead for carry-out

Closed Sunday and Monday

SERVING HOMEMADE ITALIAN FOOD SINCE 1933

Supports Catholic 

Education

317 S. College Avenue
Indianapolis, Indiana

(317) 638-7706

The fourth generation family 
members are keeping the 

tradition alive today!

Reservations Online @ iariasrestaurant.com

 SPECIAL SECTION  
published by  

Times-Leader Publications, LLC

Pages 13-17CENTER GROVE

Driver Education

(317) 534-0016
3209 West Smith Valley Rd. 

Greenwood, IN 46142

Classroom  
or Online

drivingacademy.com

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Call: 317-881-8161

www.wolffamilydentistry.com

We Support Catholic Education

Start strong  
to end strong

By Gina Kuntz Fleming
Superintendent of 
Catholic Schools

Archdiocese of Indianapolis
For some, it is purchasing new supplies. 

For others, it is reconnecting with friends. 
And yet others like the routine and familiar-
ity of a typical school day. Why do I love the 
start of a new school year? It is the promise 
of new opportunities and personal growth 
when one starts strong on the very first days 
of school.

Everyone appreciates a “clean slate” – a 
time to begin anew. There are few pre-
conceived notions or formulated opinions 
about students or about teachers; instead, 
new relationships are formed and new op-
portunities develop. All are able to share 
their best self without bias.

Fresh starts are also wonderful for estab-
lishing healthy habits. Effective study habits, 
organizational skills, and work ethic should 
be defined and practiced starting with the 
very first day of school. Setting these expec-
tations at the onset are key to good habit 
formation and ongoing success throughout 
the school year and beyond. When healthy 
habits are practiced consistently from the 
start of the school year to the end, the more 
likely they will become healthy habits for 
life. In addition to coming to class prepared 
and on time, putting a few valuable prac-
tices in place at home, like those listed here, 
certainly leads to greater outcomes in and 
out of the classroom:

• Allot time each evening for reviewing 
notes from class.

• Get plenty of rest each evening, as rec-
ommended by the American Academy of 
Pediatrics (go to http://bit.ly/2aFdUac for 
details).

• Eat a healthy breakfast, high in protein 
with necessary vitamins and minerals.

• Limit screen time that is not pertinent to 
classwork during the school week.

• Encourage and promote family fitness 
and wellness to maintain the physical and 
emotional health our children need.

• Make time for conversation with your 
child. No matter how busy the days and 
evenings are, try to find time to learn about 
your child’s day – what was studied, what 
was new/different, what excited your stu-
dent, and how your child contributed to the 
growth of self and others.

When one is prepared with necessary 
materials, healthy study and work habits, 
and a positive growth mindset, the possibili-
ties for learning and progress are endless! 
Teachers are eager to help unleash the inner 
greatness within each of their students; and 
our young people have incredible opportu-
nities at their fingertips.

Here’s to a fantastic school year for all stu-
dents, teachers, administrators, and parents! 
Let’s make it a wonderful year!

FEATURE
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We support the  
Southside  

Catholic Schools

Daniel F. O’Riley 
Funeral Home
6107 South East Street
(US Highway 31 South)
Indianapolis, IN 46227

(317) 787-8224

orileyfuneralhome.com

Shawn Gudat, 
Funeral Director

Cell: (317) 714-0720 • Fax:  (317) 865-1177  
Email: rbaumann@usavingsbank.com 

Local servicing • Local processing
Construction - Conventional • FHA - VA, Jumbo  

www.yourusb.com/rbaumann

REFINANCE PURCHASE 

RYAN BAUMANN 
Senior Loan Officer

NMLS# 664555

2027 S. Shelby St.
Indianapolis, IN  46203

Phone:  317-783-4892
Fax:  317-783-4879

Gotta Have It Courier is a 
family-owned business serving Indianapolis 
and the surrounding areas since 1998. We 
specialize in delivering small packages for customers 
ranging from law firms to hospitals. We pride ourselves on 
providing the best possible customer service.

www.gottahaveitcourier.com

PARCELS
We deliver 

anything from small 
packages to medical 

specimens.

HOURS
Gotta Have It Courier 

is open 24/7, 365 
days a year!

DRIVERS
Our drivers are  

some of the best  
in the Nation!

We support  
Catholic Schools
Swimming pools • Grills • Fireplaces • Gas logs

940 Fry Road • Greenwood, IN 46142
(317) 888-3933

www.poolcityindy.com

We support Catholic Education
Host of the Southside Catholic Business Prefessionals’ 

Inspirational Insights

INDIANAPOLIS’ PREMIERE CATERING SERVICE
BANQUET HALL RECEPTIONS

www.primobanquet.com

South 2615 E National • Indianapolis, IN 46227 • primosouth@gmail.com
Call: (317) 788-4140 • MaryAnn Sullivan, General Mgr.

Growing gains
By Nicole Davis

When her first son was 
preparing to enter first 

grade, Lorianne Meek says that because 
she wasn’t going to be with him all day, 
she wanted him to be in a school where he 
could have God in his life while receiving an 
education. 

Lorianne’s son, Bryson, was one of the 
first 34 children to attend Saints Francis & 
Clare (SSFC) Catholic School when it began 
in 2006. The school ministry began with two 

classes: kindergarten and first grade.
“We’ve had tremendous growth in both 

the student and staff population,” says 
Rebecca Stone, vice principal and parent. 
“I love to see the growth in our kids: faith, 
academic growth and social growth. Our 
first graduating eighth graders are now 
freshman in college. It’s exciting to see the 
fruits of our labors and see how it’s all turn-
ing out.”

SSFC celebrated the school’s 10th anni-
versary during Mass on Aug. 14. The school 
which now has more than 560 students 
serves infants through eighth grade.

“The changes have been wonderful. I 
have to be honest to say that starting a new 
school, there were a lot of growing pains,” 
Lorianne said. “The first year there were a lot 
of new teachers. I’m a teacher by trade so I 
know it takes a few years to get good. When 
Mrs. Popp (the principal) came, she made 
sure the teachers were trained. We had a lot 
of seasoned teachers and expert teachers.”

The priests have held a weekly all-school 
Mass since the ministry began. 

“When they first started, Father Vince 
would have all of the students come up and 
sit around the alter when he did his hom-
ily,” Lorianne says. “He did that for two years 
until it got to be too much of a distraction. 

They stay in their seats now. Those were 
special times when they were up on the 
alter with him, him sharing about the gos-
pel with them and sharing God’s word with 
them, right there, personal. It was so one-
on-one.”

As the size of the school population grew, 
SSFC leadership saw a need for the school 
ministry to expand. The Early Childhood 
Learning Center opened in September 
2015, a facility for Pre-K and kindergarten 
students. 

“Last year we added infants, so we’re serv-
ing infants through eighth grade,” Stone 
says. “It’s that family atmosphere of pairing 
older students with younger students that 
we hope to continue this year. It’s amazing 
to see what the school has done in just 10 
years.”

The school has three main events 
through the year: an adult trivia night in the 
fall, a chili supper in the winter and a 5k fun 
run in the spring. The events not only raise 
funds for the school, but offer fun and fel-
lowship for the church congregation, Stone 
says. 

Lorianne, who serves on the school com-
mission, now has her first two children, 
Bryson and Garrett, at Roncalli High School 
and her other two children, Kaden and Ella, 

attending SSFC.
“It makes me sad because I have two that 

are gone already,” Lorianne says. “Next year 
I will have three at Roncalli. I can’t imagine 
having more of my kids away from here. It’s 
where we spend our time. It’s hard to leave 
once you’re here because you’re still part of 
the family. I’m emotionally tied to this place. 
It will always be home to us.”

Stone says the school’s mission state-
ment is the driving force of everything they 
do: “... Our Catholic identity and academic 
excellence are the core of our 21st Century 
curriculum that prepares our students to be 
leaders and innovators in a global society.” 
She says students and staff put their faith 
into action locally and globally throughout 
the year, taking pride in offering academic 
excellence to students while maintaining 
their Catholic identity.

“It’s the reason I sent them there in the 
first place,” Lorianne says. “I still think it was 
an important enough choice to send them 
there to have God as the center of their day. 
It isn’t a just class on religion. It’s the basis 
of everything. Especially when you’re rais-
ing children, God needs to be the focus and 
SSFC meets those needs.”

FEATURE

Saints Francis & Clare Catholic School celebrates  
10 years of tremendous growth



Take a closer look. Open House - November 3, 2016 from 6-8 p.m. RONCALLI.ORG

CHOOSE EXCELLENCE

Roncalli High School is a Catholic high school that embraces our student’s 
God-given gifts to help them develop faith-based goals and morals so that 
they may fulfill their intended vocation in life. Through challenging our 
students in academics, the arts, athletics and service, they develop the 
habits and discipline necessary to make a lasting contribution to the world. 
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Top, left: Groundbreaking 2006.

Immediately Above: All school photo 2006.

Top, right: Father Vince Lampert allowed students to sit at the alter during the 
all-school Mass in 2006.

Right: Morning prayer on first day, 2016.

Below: All school photo 2016.

Submitted Photos



Growing up, kids are full of surprises. 

And as they (and their taste buds) 

evolve, so do their health needs.

By offering a rotating schedule of 

Pediatric Specialty Outpatient Clinics 

in a variety of medical fields, from 

cardiology to nutrition, we’re here

to help ensure your child has a great 

and healthy school year.

To learn more about our 
Pediatric Specialty Outpatient Clinics, 

call (317) 528-5265 or visit 
FranciscanStFrancis.org/pediatrics.

HE USED TO LOVE 
SWEET POTATOES.

BUT THAT WAS LAST WEEK.
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Getting to  
know Jim...

•	I used to have bird dogs and beagles. 
We raised birds: pheasants and quails. 

•	 I mushroom hunt a lot. We would 
start around here and ended up in 
Michigan.

•	 When I was in grade school, there 
was a field in the middle of the 
woods. Dad would be working out 
there. Mom would meet him at a 
rock and they’d eat lunch. As a child, 
I’d be taken along. So when we were 
cutting some timber one year, I had 
a guy take the rock out to our house. 
It’s as big as a bed in the pickup truck.

•	The first year we were married, they 
were pouring the streets at El Dorado. 
I worked with the guys that moved 
the concrete around in the streets. 
Then, the truck would just come out 
and dump it in one spot. You’d stand 
in concrete almost to your knees and 
move it with scoop shovels, in 90 
degree weather. 

What’s some advice you wish 
someone had given you when you 
were younger? I’ve had a pretty good 
life. I don’t see any gaps where good 
advice would have filled it out better.

In your school-age years, is there a 
person who had a significant impact 
on you? Who and why? My dad. As 
hard as he worked, and worked a 
second job, that parallels the way I was. 
He never complained about working a 
second job. He did what he had to do. 
I don’t think I ever complained about a 
second job, any of them I had. It’s the 
way I was raised and he instilled in me 
what he did. 

What do you do in your free time? 
I like to take my grandkids fishing, 
squirrel hunting. I’ve taught them, you 
shoot a squirrel, you have to eat it. They 
both did. I’ve taken them trapping, too.

What are some goals you’d like to 
accomplish in the coming years? As 
long as I can keep my mind about me, 
I’d like to live to be 80. 

By Nicole Davis
Who wouldn’t want to live in a town with 

decent roads, utility rates and taxes that 
don’t increase? Jim Beck says he serves on 
the Bargersville Town Council to play a part 

in creating that type of town – a place where people want to move 
into and existing residents want to remain.

“The town has a really good council right now,” he says. “I’m re-
ally pretty proud of how we’ve done all of that and we’ve done that 
without increasing tax or rates.”

Jim was born in a farm house on Whiteland Road – the oldest 
deed on that property dating back to 1837. When he was young, he 
enjoyed hunting, fishing and trapping. He kept up this pastime until 
last year, trapping mink, raccoon, beaver and more.

“I hunted a lot,” he said. “Before I got to high school and could 
drive, my dad would tell me ‘I am going to need you in a couple 
of hours,’ then he’d have to come to the woods to find me. People 
would say I was born 100 years too late.”

He graduated from Center Grove High School in 1959. After 
graduation, he went to work for High Grade, a meat packing plant in 
Indianapolis. He then worked with IPL for two years.

“I decided farming was more interesting, so I went back to farm-
ing,” he says.

Jim farmed in Marion County for almost 15 years, growing grain 
and raising cattle. He and his wife, Yvonne, then moved back to 
Bargersville in 1972, building a house on the same farm property on 
which Jim was raised. Jim continued growing grain until 10 years 
ago, with 40 years of farming under his belt when he stopped.

“I farmed until I was 65,” he says. “During that time I worked nu-
merous part-time jobs. I always worked part-time jobs somewhere. 
The one I liked the best, I worked for about 25 years. 
I bought standing timber for a couple of different 
companies. You have to learn to grade the wood on a 
standing tree without being able to see it. Most folks 
go to college to learn it and I didn’t. I learned it in the 
woods.”

Jim and Yvonne attended high school together. 
When Yvonne graduated in 1961, the couple married 
that September. They have three children and two 
grandchildren.

Jim was elected to the Bargersville Town Council, 
one of five members, in 2010, beginning his first term 
in 2011. He is now serving on his second term.

“I ran a second time because I’d like to see some 
of the things through that we started in the first four 
years,” he says. “I’d like to see them completed.”

Jim dedicates much of his time to working for the 
council. The town is in the process of upgrading the 
water lines. The town is preparing to construct a new 
street department building. He says when he start-
ed on the council the street department had two employees and 
hardly any equipment. There are now four employees and six to 
seven trucks with equipment to help them do their job properly. 
The police department had four officers using their own cars to 
patrol. The department now has 12 vehicles for its 12 officers. The 
town had $35,000 in its rainy-day fund in 2011. It now has in excess 
of $900,000.

“Everything we buy in way of equipment, if we can’t pay for them 
outright, they’re never financed more than three years,” he says. 
“We’re dedicated to holding our tax rate as long as we can.  The 
only rate that got increased, we increased the wastewater rate... 
This takes a lot of time. If you don’t have councils or boards that get 
down and dirty, you take the easy way or go the traditional way and 

Bargersville is BECK-oning
Bargersville Town Councilor Jim Beck looks to better his  

hometown by keeping tax rates low while making  
improvements for its residents 

WHERE ARE
THEY NOW?

Above: Jim and Yvonne Beck. � Photo by Nicole Davis
Left: Jim Beck is a 1959 graduate of Center Grove High School.�
Below: Jim and Yvonne married in 1961.� Submitted Photos

let the attorneys do their part, then the taxpayer or ratepayer pays 
for all of it.”

Jim says he’s also looking forward to a new privately-run base-
ball field coming to Bargersville which will be for traveling teams. 
It’s supposed to break ground next year. The town also purchased 
19 acres at Saddle Club Road and Old Plank (144) in hopes of con-
structing a pathway and small park. This will be done in small steps, 
piece by piece over time.

We’re progressing,” Jim says. “That’s a tribute to the whole coun-
cil.”
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Rick Myers is co-owner of Times-Leader 
Publications, LLC.,  publisher of Center Grove 
ICON, Southside Business Leader and The 
Southside Times. Write him at  
rick@icontimes.com.

"Coming 
together  

is a beginning;  
keeping together 

is progress; 
working  

together is 
success." 
~ Henry Ford

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each month, we’ll 
share one with you…  In Arizona, it is unlaw-
ful to refuse a person a glass of water.
� SOURCE: dumblaws.com

VIEWS

OUR VIEW

FROM THE 
PUBLISHER

Recent violence 
against police is be-
coming a frighten-

ing trend. For us at the ICON, we find the 
tragedies heartbreaking and senseless. Each 
morning and evening, a servant of Center 
Grove kisses a significant other good bye, 
and many kiss a child good bye. And every 
day, a wife, husband, child, mother or father 
sends an officer to protect the citizens of 
our county.

Being a police officer is a selfless act. A 
person enlists in such a job to serve and 
protect the citizens of the community. Po-
lice officers are a servant to the public. They 
patrol and look after people and property, 
enforce laws, respond to emergency calls, 
as well as a myriad of other duties. They play 
the roles of counselors, referees, investiga-
tors, teachers, doctors, mentors, and the list 
goes on…

Most regular citizens couldn’t wear as 
many hats or be nearly as versatile as a po-
lice officer. A police officer is a special breed 
of person. One to be revered and respected.

Being a police officer is a difficult and 
daunting task. The ICON challenges you to 
take a moment to thank an officer. Let our 
police departments know how grateful and 
appreciative we are for their tireless com-
mitments to make Center Grove the safest 
and best place to rear a family.

Protecting  
our police

BELIEVE IT!

QUOTE

By Gus Pearcy
Well, I was pre-

pared for two weeks 
of feeling inferior as a human or what ev-
eryone else calls the Olympics. The summer 
Olympics has always had 
an effect on my image of 
what I could or should be 
doing with my abilities as 
a human.

Oh, sure, I tell myself 
that these are extraordi-
nary specimens with a 
genetic predisposition to 
physical excellence. Then I 
see Olympic swimmer Mi-
chael Phelps and I'm back 
to wondering what could 
have been if I had just ap-
plied myself in gym class 
all those years ago.

Well, now it appears these Olympians 
like performance enhancing drugs. I don't 
judge, I just report. Many people are hell 
bent on removing them from the sport, but 
some entire countries look the other way 
and count the medals when the freak show 
is over.

It seems almost impossible to now have 
a drug-free Olympics. It's costing us money, 
as well. And let's be honest, it takes away 
from the gold medal ceremonies if we all 
must wait 24 hours to discover the results of 
a post-event drug screen.

This calls for some outside- the-box 
thinking. Why don't we concede that per-

formance-enhancing methods are legal and 
just as much a part of the sport as hydrating 
with Gatorade or abstaining from sex? Let's 
transform the Olympics to be a showcase of 
the latest science has to offer in advances in 

human performance. 
Instead of features of 

athletes and how hard 
they train and sacrifice for 
their event, we can get 
background on their drug 
regimen and the side ef-
fects of whatever cocka-
mamie drug they're trying 
this week.

Just as the Indianapolis 
500 was instrumental in 
innovating technology ad-
vances for the automobile, 
the Olympics could be the 
laboratory for human per-

formance. Then we will see how dedicated 
these athletes really are. Lance sacrificed a 
testicle for his sport, what will you give?

We work so hard at preventing people 
from being idiots. It would be nice just to let 
the chips fall where they may.

How depressing is  
the Olympics?

"The summer 
Olympics has always 

had an effect on 
my image of what 
I could or should 
be doing with my 

abilities as a human."

Gus Pearcy is a contributing columnist to the 
Center Grove ICON. He may be reached at 
(317) 403-6485 or pearcy.gus@sbcglobal.net. 
Gus blogs frequently at guspearcy 
communications.wordpress.com.

HUMOR

For many of us, crowded schedules leave 
little time to devote to causes outside of 
work and family demands and making any 
significant impact on our communities can 
seem out of our reach. It’s not that we lack 
compassion, but rather our watches out-
pace our aspirations - our wish lists go un-
checked while our “must-do” lists consume 
our attention and energy. If only we could 
extend ourselves beyond time constrictions.

With these impediments in mind, the 
concept of 100 Women Who Care Johnson 
County could be a breakthrough in how 
the modern woman gives back. While the 
stay-at-home women of previous genera-
tions were steadfast in supporting their 
community as school board members, food 
drive coordinators, and petition circulators, 
today’s take on all of this in addition to their 
inundation of the work force.

Perhaps the key to 100 Women Who 
Care’s effectiveness is its strength in num-
bers. Each quarter the members – there are 
currently over 80 – meet and write a check 
for $100. They then draw three non-profit 
nominations at random and vote for one to 
receive the total dollar amount of all 80+ 
checks in a no-strings-attached donation. 
All of this takes place in the course of only 
an hour, yet the gift of several thousand dol-
lars can be of immeasurable benefit to a de-
serving charity. And, somehow, there is still 
time for socialization and good fun among 
the group of women who have connected 
through a common interest of giving back. 
Maybe we are underestimating the impact 
we can make with the little excess time that 
we have – maybe this is the future of chari-
table donation.

The future of  
charitable  
donations?
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Lazy Stacy
Bartender: Stacy Arnold
Location: Mucky Duck Bar and 
Grill, Center Grove
Ingredients and directions: ½ 
oz. vodka, ½ oz. gin, ½ oz. rum, 
½ oz. peach schnapps, ½ oz. triple sec, finish with 
pineapple juice. Garnish with a lime slice and a 
maraschino cherry. 

Behind Bars:

  

Olivia Fisher, beauty consultant for Merle Norman,  
455 Greenwood Park South Dr., Ste. B, Greenwood

Where do you like to dine? Red Sun

What do you like to eat there? My favorite thing to order there  
is their California Rolls.

What do you like about this place? They have good food and their service is fantastic.

Red Sun Hibachi and Sushi is located at 3100 Meridian Parke Dr., # Q,  
Greenwood, IN 46142. The phone number is (317) 893-3678.

Where We Dine:

  

Culinaria
An Option:

South of Chicago Pizza & 
Italian Beef at Fletcher Place
The scoop: South of Chicago Pizza and 
Italian Beef for the past five years built a loyal 
following in Fletcher Place neighborhood in 
Indianapolis and in June they brought their 
Chicago-style goodness to the Center Grove 
community. Located at 2550 S. State Road 
135 where the former Cherry Berry Yogurt 
Bar did business, Center Grove residents 
can dine in, carry out, request delivery, or 
arrange catering for events. Order a 10, 14 or 
18 inch thin crust, 10 or 14 inch deep dish, 
or 12 inch pan pizza with all your favorite 
toppings plus salads and appetizers. Other 
options on the menu include homemade 
lasagna, chicken parmesan, spaghetti and 
meatballs. South of Chicago also specializes 
in Italian Beef sandwiches dry, wet or dipped. 
Other sandwich options include meatball, 
Italian sausage, chicken parmesan, hot ham 
and cheese, and BBQ Beef on a Kaiser roll. 

Type of food: Pizza, sandwiches, salads and 
pasta.

Recommendation: The pizza, as you like it. 

Hours: Lunch buffet Monday to Friday  
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Monday to Thursday 2 p.m. 
to 10 p.m.; Friday 2 p.m. to 11 p.m.; Saturday 
11 a.m. to 11 p.m.; Sunday 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Location: 2550 S. State Rd. 135,  
Greenwood, IN 46143

Phone: (317) 534-0424.

WAMMfest • Sertoma Club of Greenwood, presented 
by Ray Skillman Auto Group and Johnson Memorial 
Health, host a charity festival focused on showcasing 
Indiana wine, art, music and microbrews. All net 
proceeds  are distributed back to support youth, 
individual and community organizations. | When: 
Aug. 20, 11 a.m. – 8 p.m. | Where: Craig Park, 10 E. 
Smith Valley Rd., Greenwood. | Cost: $10 in advance, 
$15 at the gate. | Info: Visit WAMMfest.com.

Concert in the Park • The Greater Greenwood 
Community Band will perform a variety of music for 
everyone. Admission is free. | When: Aug. 21, 7 p.m. 
| Where: Greenwood Ampitheater, 100 Surina Way, 
Greenwood.  | Info: Visit greenwoodband.com.

Fall Lawn Care • Master Gardener Dick Huber, of 
White River Township, will simplify weed control 
management. | When: Aug. 23, 6 p.m. | Where: 
Greenwood Public Library, 310 S. Meridian St., 
Greenwood. | Info: Visit greenwoodlibrary.us.

Discover Essential Oils • Diane Castle will discuss 
essential oils and how they can improve life. Grades 
8 to adults can make something with the oils to take 
home. | When: Aug. 23, 6:30 – 8 p.m.| Where: 1664 
Library Blvd, Greenwood. | Info: Visit pageafterpage.
org.

Friends of JCPL Book Sale • Books, CDs, DVDs, 
audio and video tapes, and books-on-tape/CD will 
be sold at bargain prices. | When: Aug. 26, 9 a.m. – 6 
p.m.; Aug. 27, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.; and Aug. 28, 1 – 4 p.m.| 
Where: 1664 Library Blvd, Greenwood. | Info: Visit 
pageafterpage.org.

Greenwood Summer Concert Series: Southern 
Country • Presented by Mallow Run Winery and 
Oaken Barrel Brewing Company. | When: Aug. 27, 7 
p.m. | Where: Greenwood Amphitheater. | Info: Visit 
greenwood.in.gov.

Labor Day Weekend Anniversary Hog Roast 
Celebration • Celebrate Mallow Run’s 10th 
anniversary with an old-fashioned hog roast. | 
When: Sept. 3, 12 – 9 p.m. and Sept. 4 – 5, 12 – 6 p.m. 
| Where: Mallow Run Winery, 6964 W. Whiteland Rd., 
Bargersville. | Info: Visit mallowrun.com.

Tinker Time Pick a Part • Explore a room full of stuff 
to take apart. Peek inside electronics and appliances, 
check out how they work and break things without 
getting in trouble! No kid? No problem. Tinkering is 
fun for grown-ups, too. | When: Sept. 3, 10:30 a.m. – 
12:30 p.m. | Where: 1664 Library Blvd, Greenwood. | 
Info: Visit pageafterpage.org.

Craft Night: Upcycled Bird Feeders • Grades 8 to 
adults: Assemble old china, dishes and glassware 
into bird feeders that just might be too cute to hang 
outside. | When: Sept. 7, 6:30 – 8 p.m. | Where: 1664 
Library Blvd, Greenwood. | Info: Visit pageafterpage.
org.

YMCA Annual Golf Outing • Foursomes play for 
$400.  Cost includes 18 holes of golf, cart, lunch, 
goodie bag, and complimentary drinks and snacks 
on the course. Proceeds benefit south side families 

with a demonstrated financial need to participate in 
YMCA services.| When: Sept. 8, doors open 10 a.m. | 
Where: Dye’s Walk Country Club. | Info: Visit indymca.
thankyou4caring.org/baxter-ymca-golf.

Creating Your Own Nature Journal • Love to 
garden? Watch birds? Observe wildlife? Learn 
techniques to record observations. No drawing 
experience is necessary. Adult-teen program. | 
When: Sept. 10, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. | Where: 1664 
Library Blvd, Greenwood. | Info: Visit pageafterpage.
org.

Greenwood Summer Concert Series: Indy Nile • 
Presented by Mallow Run Winery and Oaken Barrel 
Brewing Company. | When: Sept. 10, 7 p.m. | Where: 
Greenwood Amphitheater. | Info: Visit greenwood.
in.gov.

Coloring Club • De-stress and relax with calming 
coloring pages. | When:  Sept. 14, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m. 
| Where: 1664 Library Blvd, Greenwood. | Info: Visit 
pageafterpage.org.

Preschool Science: Gravity • Explore the concept 
of gravity with stories and hands-on activities. For 
ages 3 to 5. | When:  Sept. 16, 10:30 – 11:15 a.m. | 
Where: 1664 Library Blvd, Greenwood. | Info: Visit 
pageafterpage.org.

Diamonds & Denim • The Social of Greenwood 
will host this fundraiser with live music featuring 
Black Water Gypsy, dinner, silent and live auctions, 
raffle, best dressed contest and line dance lessons. 
Western chic attire encouraged. | When: Sept. 16, 6 
p.m. social hour, 7 p.m. dinner. | Where: The Barn at 
Bay Horse Inn, 1468 Stones Crossing Rd. W. | Cost: 
$75. | Info: Email info@TheSocialofGreenwood.org 
or call (317) 882-4810.

Fly-In for Diabetes • The Indianapolis South Radio-
Control club will host its 31st annual benefit air show 
"Fly-In for Diabetes.” The public is invited to visit Rike 
field to see a Radio-Control model air show and help 
raise money that will go to the American Diabetes 
Association. On display and in the air throughout 
the day will be a variety of high-performance and 
scale radio controlled models. Admission is free. | 
When: Sept. 17, 12 a.m. – 5 p.m. | Where: Enter 3200 
E. Worthsville Rd. in a GPS, or take I 65 to exit 97 
(Worthsville road) and travel east approx. one mile 
on Worthsville/750N. | Info: Visit indyrcsouth.org.

10th Annual Fall Festival • Saints Francis & Clare 
Catholic Church will host this festival with carnival 
rides, hot grilled foods, beer garden, Monte Carlo, 
silent auctions, live music and a $15,000 mega 
raffle. | When: Sept. 23, 5 p.m. – 11 p.m. and Sept. 24, 
noon to 11 p.m. | Where:  | Info: Viist ss-fc.org./page.
cfm?p=586.

Labapalooza • Celebrate labs and rescue with 
live music and wine. | When: Sept. 25, 12 – 6 p.m. | 
Where: Mallow Run Winery, 6964 W. Whiteland Rd., 
Bargersville. | Info: Visit mallowrun.com or lolin.org/
labapalooza.shtml.

Courtney George at South of Chicago Pizza & 
Italian Beef in Greenwood.
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Zoë Facility Services
1001 Commerce Pkwy. S. Dr., Suite F

Greenwood, IN 46143
1-800-379-4136

beyond-clean.com/

Best advice: Your biggest risk will be the one 
you don't take. 

Worst advice: Throw everything you have 
into your work.  

Best Business Decision: Choosing to focus 
more on the culture and community of our 
business and empowering, encouraging, 
and inspiring the people within our own 
company.  When you make people feel 
important and valued, you change things. 

In 5 years: We hope to have a company 
that continues to inspire, encourage, and 
point people to an abundant life. We desire 
to preserve our partnership with the African 
Hospitality Institute and other amazing 
organizations that are in the trenches and 
on the front lines, making a difference in the 
world. 

Secret to success: Finding our purpose, 
cultivating change and focusing on 
relationships. These are so important to us. 

How did Greg  
and Nickole do it?

By Nicole Davis
Zoë Facility Services will soon reach its 15th anniversary, and 

owners Greg and Nickole Huffman says they expect business to 
grow by 100 percent next year and continue getting bigger. 

Not wanting to lose sight of what the company is about, Zoë has 
launched a partnership with the African Hospitality Institute, cel-
ebrating with a gala on Aug. 27, to raise funds for this school that 
provides job training to students in Uganda.

“We are so thankful for the last 15 years and what we have 
learned, who we have met, and the amazing businesses we have 
served in Johnson and surrounding counties,” Nickole says. “As we 
look back and are thankful for what we have accomplished thus far, 
we are eager to look ahead and see what can be accomplished in 
the next 15.”

Before going into business, Greg attended Indiana University, 
getting a job after college cleaning apartment hallways and office 
buildings to pay off his debt. He then joined Youth With a Mission 
(YWAM), and became involved with ministries in downtown India-
napolis. He met Nickole through those missions and they later mar-
ried, now residing in the Center Grove area. 

A carpenter by trade, Greg learned in his and Nickole’s first year 
of marriage that he would be laid off. He decided to incorporate his 
own company, calling it Zoë Cleaning Services. Zoë stands for the 
Greek word for “life.” In the Bible, John 10:10 states “I have come that 
they may have life, and have it to the full.”

“The way we read it in English is that you might have an abun-
dant life,” Greg says. “It’s about a life of purpose, understanding, 
meaning and freedom... Right off the bat, I thought this business 
was a way to put some kids from youth group to work and work 
alongside them.”

The layoff didn’t last long, so Greg went back to work while run-
ning Zoë Cleaning Services as more of a small business in which he 
was self-employed. It earned enough income to pay the bills and 
help youth find work. They cleaned apartment hallways, some resi-
dential, small office buildings and most of the work was done for 
major camp and retreat facilities in central and southern Indiana. 

In 2008, Greg and Nickole had their first of two children. There 
had been a lot of growing success with the business, but Greg says 
he felt like he wasn’t doing what he wanted between work, the 
business, home and his ministries.

“I started going through the idea that what if I could run my own 
business and not be self-employed?” Greg says, “I had some good 
ideas. Then the flood happened in 2008. We lost our house, our of-
fice and a lot of our equipment. I had this idea that we could either 
ride this wave out or we could sink. I asked my wife to take on the 
flood insurance; we divided and conquered... Right after that, I got 
rid of 30 percent of our business. I knew I needed time to build 
something different. We rented a condo in Greenwood/Whiteland. 
It was small. But I was able to focus on family and work. We grew 64 
percent over what I got rid of in 2008, in 09. I was at the beginning 
stages of learning what it was going to be to run a business.”

The name was changed to Zoë Facility Services, and is now the 
largest, privately-owned commercial cleaning company in Johnson 
County. Greg says business has grown on average 60 percent every 
year since 2009. There are currently 50 employees.

“We intentionally slowed down last year because we realized we 
didn’t have the processes in place to make this as successful as it 
has been for the long term,” Greg says. “We’re there and we’re ready 

to do that, so we brought on our first full time sales department; all 
our business had come from word of mouth.”

Through the changes, Greg and Nickole still wanted the focus of 
the company to remain about “life.” 

Nickole says a couple of years ago, she read a book called Love 
Does by Bob Goff, who is active in social justice issues. He had start-
ed a school in Uganda. 

“In the back of his book, he puts his phone number,” Nickole says. 
“After reading this book, I was highly inspired. I called him. He an-
swered, which I couldn’t believe. He says ‘I’m going to Uganda in a 
few weeks, you should come with me.’ I spoke with Greg and says 
‘do you think we could go?’ Within six months, I planned a trip for 
our family of four. We were in Uganda for 10 days and did a lot of 
work. We didn’t call it a mission trip. We called it our adventure. On 
the way to the school, we were told to stay at AHI.”

AHI is a school run by Maggie Josiah for 18 to 20-year-old stu-
dents, teaching them hospitality skills. The first year, the students 
have classes and the second year they intern unpaid. The Huffman’s 
stayed in the guest house where students can practice their skills. 

Employment rate in this school is 100 percent in an area where 
the unemployment rate is 80 percent. Nickole went to visit AHI 
a second time with friends. Recently, they asked Maggie of the 
school’s needs, and have organized a way to fund some of them.

“We spent the last couple of years really establishing who we are 
and what our brand is, trying to figure out how to let our employ-
ees know that,” Greg says. “We saw a challenge of how do we show 
employees that the work they do with their hands can help other 
people? ... One thing we wanted to do is give them something that 
the company clearly falls behind.”

The gala, Life Beyond Clean, Life Beyond Borders: A Zoë Celebra-
tion Gala, is Aug. 27, 6 p.m. at Sanctuary on Penn, 701 N. Pennyslva-
nia St., Indianapolis. It is black tie optional. Greg, Nickole and a cou-
ple of Zoë employees traveled to Uganda together in July, bringing 
back local art and items for a silent auction at the event. The goal is 
to raise $30,000 to help fund the school and its needs. For more in-
formation, visit beyond-clean.com/gala.

“To see the vision of what Zoë is supposed to be like actually 
coming to fruition, seeing the positive impact on the employees, 
the community and places around the world is really neat,” Nickole 
says. 

•	 We both enjoy adventure, hiking, sports, 
reading and spending time with our 
children. 

•	 Nickole still plays softball, her favorite 
sport, and hasn't missed a season since 
she was 7. 

•	 Greg has summited Mt. Rainier, raising 
money for at-risk, fatherless youth

Getting to know  
Greg and Nickole… Sharing in life’s abundance

Zoë Facility Services celebrates its 15th anniversary  
with a gala fundraising for African Hospitality Institute

Nickole and Greg Huffman will celebrate their 15th wedding anniversary and 
15th business anniversary of Zoë Facility Services this year.� Photo by Nicole Davis



August 20 – September 16, 2016
Center Grove ICON
myICON.info   

22 DOUGHSouthside Business Leader Extra

leadershipjohnsoncounty.org
101 Branigin Boulevard • Franklin, Indiana 46131

Join Leadership 
Johnson County and 
the Johnson County 

Community  
Foundation for  

All Aboard! 
This event will bring together nonprofit organizations 
that service Johnson County with community members 
looking for a place to volunteer of their time, talent and 
treasure.

Come and see all the great work nonprofit organizations 
have done to move Johnson County forward!

Tuesday, Sept 6 • 5:00 p.m.- 6:30 p.m.

Indiana Masonic Home at  
Compass Park Community Center

Non-profits interested in participating in this free event, please contact 
LJC for an application. Applications are due by Friday, August 19th. 
Space is limited. First come, first served. RSVP to Kate Taylor at ktaylor@
franklincollege.edu or call 317.738.8094 for more information.

BIZ BRIEFS

By Mike Heffner
Recently, I had some extended vacation 

time. My summers are usually busy with 
kid’s sports and this year our normal an-
nual spring trip was thrown into the mix – 
mid summer. This made for a busy summer 
but also proved to be a great time to read 
and think. I think every leader needs time 
like that because it forces you out of your 
normal routine and gives you a different 
perspective.  

This vacation helped me figure out one 
thing for sure.  I love what I get to do every 
day.  I have many people who question the 
hours I put into my work and say that I sac-
rifice time from my family. I don’t look at it 
that way. I look at what I do as a complete 
blessing; I look at my co-workers as part of 
my family. God has allowed me to use my 
talents, gifts and strengths in a way that my 
work is just part of who I am and what I love 
to do. I don’t mind taking the call on my 
vacation or checking my messages. I don’t 
see it as a burden to stay late on occasion or 
work on a Saturday for a few hours.

I have a passion for helping people be 
successful. As with anything you do, it re-
quires balance because too much of any-
thing can create problems. This extended 
vacation was needed if nothing else to help 
me see what I have and how blessed I am. 

Although there needs to be some divi-
sion in my work and play, I am at peace with 
how they blend together every day. I find 
a great deal of satisfaction doing exactly 
what God has called me to do. My role is to 
set the stage for others to seek their pas-
sions. Sometimes that is removing road-
blocks, having a tough convo or encourag-
ing someone that needs it. My business has 
been a way for me to provide a ministry to 
my community, our team, clients and to the 
people we put into jobs. So did I enjoy vaca-
tion? Sure did. But I am glad that I am back 
at it again and look forward to what God 
has in store in the days ahead.

Is it work or is it 
your passion?

Mike Heffner is the owner of the Greenwood 
Express Employment Professionals franchise. 
Contact Mike at mike.heffner@expresspros.
com or visit www.expressindysouth.com.

PERSONNEL MATTERS

Zach Jones named 
Hallmark Home 
Mortgage Top 

Producer
Zach Jones, Mortgage 

Loan Originator at Hall-
mark Home Mortgage, 
has been named the top 
producer in the Green-
wood office for July 
2016. Hallmark Home 
Mortgage, based in Fort Wayne, Ind., 
was established in 2007 by President 
and CEO Deborah Sturges. With 14 lo-
cations throughout Indiana, Ohio and 
Colorado, Hallmark Home Mortgage is 
committed to deliver a superior lend-
ing experience to their clients through 
the quality efforts of their employees.

Visit online at icontimes.com

Wilson St.Pierre wins 
Excellence in Customer 

Service Award
The Johnson Consult-

ing Group of Scotts-
dale, Ariz. presented the 
Wilson St.Pierre Funeral 
Service & Crematory, 
Greenwood Chapel, 
with the Excellence in 
Customer Service Award for achieving 
the highest levels of customer satisfac-
tion in 2015. The Johnson Consulting 
Group is a funeral home consulting 
firm that developed and implemented 
the first of its kind JCG Performance 
TrackerTM to measure a family’s level 
of satisfaction with their funeral home 
provider.  The Awards were presented 
in July 2016 to select JCG client funeral 
homes who achieved the highest 
Overall Performance Scores from re-
sponses to family satisfaction surveys 
sent to each family they served during 
2015. The Wilson St.Pierre Funeral Ser-
vice was found in 1897, and is the old-
est funeral home in Greenwood. 
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Powerful  
solutions  
for powerful 
businesses.

Businesses depend 
on Duke Energy for 
our reliable service, 
competitive rates, and 
technical support to help 
manage their energy use. 

Our award-winning site 
selection services are 
also available to help our 
business customers gain 
a competitive edge – and 
have a positive impact on 
our communities.

DOUGH Southside Business Leader Extra

OPEN 4 BIZ

When Scott Weiner first walked into the 
building at 6650 Bluff Road in Perry Town-
ship, he says it only took him a couple of 
seconds to decide he was going to buy 
it. Nothing could be more fitting for the 
image he had in his head for his business, 
Zip City. 

The 60,000 square foot building is now 
home to a 250-foot zipline, trampolines, 
soccer field rock climbing wall, laser tag 
and more. There is a concession stand that 
serves high-quality food, beverages and 
beer and wine.

“I think this is the crown jewel,” Weiner 
said. “If I build any more, I don’t think any-
thing will be better for this. The building 
needed so little work and had so much to 
offer. It was a miracle. It was the perfect 
fit.”

This is Weiner’s third Zip City facility, 
and the largest. He has plans to contin-
ue to grow the business on the 10-acre 
property, with a possible water park with 
near-vertical speed slides and rope course 
outside – in a couple of years.

“It’s a great idea,” said manager, Randy 
Cobb. He and his wife have been in sports 
management for 32 years. “The South-
side desperately needed something like this. There has been a lot of 
places come and go over the years. We don’t plan on being one of 
those places. We have a lot of fun things for the kids.”

Having opened in July, Zip City will celebrate its grand opening 
on Sept. 29. Zip City in Indianapolis is now open Tuesday through 
Thursday, 3:45 – 8 p.m.; Friday 3:45 – 10 p.m.; Saturday 12 – 9 p.m.; 
and Sunday 12 – 6 p.m.

Here, Weiner shares more about the business: 

Why did you open this business?
I began in Cleveland. I bought land for some real estate before 

the 2008 crash. We were going to build a shopping center in 2007. 
In 2008 that was not a good idea. I was sitting on this land and saw 
the trampoline parks popping up. I didn’t want to compete with 
them. I got the idea for indoor zipline. It flew into my head one day. 
I was dumbfounded that this didn’t exist. 

What did you do to prepare for  
opening your business?

I opened two previous businesses. In Indianapo-
lis – this building I found on the web for sale. It was 
huge and pristine and needed a small makeover, 
carpeting, paint, redo the bathrooms, new light-
ing, cosmetic stuff. We took out all of the basketball 
courts and put in everything you see on the web 
site. We put in a soccer field and maintained our soc-
cer leagues. 

Who is your ideal customer/client?
The core age group is 5 to 15, however, I have seen little three 

year olds go down the zipline with absolutely no fear. You need to 
be 30 pounds. I’ve also seen a 90-year-old man do this... Moms do 
this, everybody. But the core is 5 – 15.

How do you plan to be successful?
We offer Knocker Soccer, soccer, trampoline, rock wall, laser tag 

and zip line. We can package them. We’ll do two hours of unlim-
ited, go bonkers, crazy and do everything you want for $21.95. 
The whole key to success is being able to package things, multiple 
events together, and charge a lower fee. 

What would we be surprised to learn  
about you or your company?

Between the three facilities, I have five full-time people and al-
most 200 part-time people. It’s much easier to run 
than you would think. I only really have to delegate 
with five people and not 200. The way it’s set up, we 
have incredible management. Once it gets going, it 
almost runs itself, if you have the right people run-
ning it and I do.

Fun is on the line  

Zip City
6650 Bluff Rd.

Indianapolis, IN 46217
(317) 781-1100

zipcityusa.com/indianapolis/
Find Zip City USA on Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram and YouTube

Compiled by Nicole Davis

Zip City offers indoor zipline, trampolines, laser tag, rock 
climbing, soccer and more in Perry Township

Zip City manager Randy Cobb has gone down the 250-foot indoor zipline at least 50 times, and says he highly 
recommends it.� Photo by Nicole Davis
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3925 River Crossing Pkwy, Suite 300   |   Indianapolis, IN 46240   |   317.472.2200   |   info@somersetcpas.com

BUILDING  RELATIONSHIPS,
DELIVERING  RESULTS.

somersetcpas.com

LOOKING FOR A BETTER JOB?
Express can help you get hired today!
Express is the connection to over 350 top companies offering:

 • Career Advancement 
 • Better Hours or Increased Pay 
 • Enhanced Benefits for Your Family

We have jobs and career opportunities in the following areas:

 • Engineering & Logistics 
 • Accounting & Finance 
 • Industrial & Warehouse 
 • Administrative & Clerical 
 • Skilled Manufacturing & Technical

(317) 888-5700 
707 S. Madison Ave. 
Greenwood, IN 46143

ExpressIndySouth.com

BIZ WEB

Andrew Angle. of Greenwood, is the owner of 
NetGain Associates, Inc. He can be reached at 
(317)534-2382.

PEER TO PEER

Howard Hubler can be reached at  
howard@hubler.com.

By Howard Hubler
My son Greg married golfer and vodka 

great Fuzzy Zoeller's daughter Heidi. This 
has given me a chance to watch the birth 
of a small national brand, and watch it be 
rolled out in a fashion that I can sit back and 
ponder it and create my own opinion. At the 
same time, I might even enjoy a little Fuzzy 
and lemonade. 

Fuzzy and his partners teamed up with 
Tony Hulman George's son, Ed Carpenter for 
the fifth year in a row for an IndyCar team 
endeavor to spread the word about Fuzzy 
vodka. 

This weekend, I watched the IndyCar race 
in Iowa with the Fuzzy car driven by Joseph 
Newgarden win the race. Between Carpen-
ter and Newgarden, they have sat on as 
many poles and won as many races as any 
small independent team in operation today. 
If anyone has gone to the 500 in the last few 
years, the seven and eight story elevators 
are wrapped to look like huge Fuzzy vodka 
bottles. The same goes for support posts at 
the airport.

On more than one occasion I have gone 

with Fuzzy to a bottle signing. The people 
have one or two cases in hand ready to be 
signed. In one bottle signing, they sell hun-
dreds of cases of product. Fuzzy works as 
hard as ever, visiting with fans and signing 
autographs on his vodka.

These are just a couple of elements that I 
have been involved with. Fuzzy has created 
a tremendous product and named it after a 
very unique person in the way of Fuzzy. It is 
tied to both golf and automobile racing in a 
unique way. 

So that is my story of a very successful 
launch that I have had an opportunity to 
witness from day one. A great product with 
a successful media campaign can produce 
tremendous results. If you're not driving, 
try a Fuzzy and cranberry juice. You haven't 
lived until you have been "fuzzed up." 

By Andrew Angle
One risk of relying exclusively on organic 

search traffic is that small changes in rank-
ings can make a hefty impact on sales. How 
you approach the effort to grow visibility 
matters.

With brick & mortar, businesses traf-
fic patterns are predictable. Street traf-
fic seldom appears or disappears without 
advance notice. But, suppose you have 
a website that's plugging along with a 
steady stream of traffic as your site floats 
around the #3 position in Google’s organic 
(free) results for relevant keywords. Know-
ing that your sales volume could be better 
with higher positions, you get quotes from 
digital marketing agencies and hire the one 
with the lowest bid. Weeks later you check 
your email and gasp as you see several 
times more orders than usual. It’s working!

You add staff, invest in equipment, lease 
more space and watch the business grow a 
nice profit.

Then, one day your Inbox isn't packed 
with order notifications. The eerie calm in 
the office is deafening. You test your order 
forms. They work fine. A peek into your 
campaign’s analytics reveals that keyword 
searches that once listed your site #1 now 
put yours somewhere near the bottom of 

the page, down in “no click” land.
Deeper analysis could reveal outdated 

techniques, shortcuts that cut corners and 
worked only briefly before backfiring. Or, 
maybe Google ran an update. Whatever the 
cause, such a decline puts jobs at risk and 
can take months of costly work to recover, 
especially if the previously impressive posi-
tions were gained by cheap tactics.

How to reduce the volatility risk:
1.	Beware of cheap SEO bids. Holding onto 

organic rankings takes a lot of work. Tak-
ing shortcuts due to squeezed budgets 
get penalized.

2.	Organic efforts usually yield the best re-
turns in the long run, but paid search is 
immediate, predictable, and keeps traffic 
flowing even if organic rankings slip.

3.	Offline ads bring customers and may 
boost rankings while helping to boost 
rankings.

All fuzzed up

Balanced efforts



Have you ever said to yourself “I’d love to get a 
computer, if only I could figure out how to use it.” 
Well, you’re not alone. Computers were supposed 
to make our lives simpler, but they’ve gotten so 
complicated that they are not worth the trouble. 
With all of the “pointing and clicking” and “dragging 
and dropping” you’re lucky if you can figure out 
where you are. Plus, you are constantly worrying 
about viruses and freeze-ups. If this sounds familiar, 
we have great news for you. There is finally a 
computer that’s designed for simplicity and ease of 
use. It’s the WOW Computer, and it was designed 
with you in mind. This computer is easy-to-use, 
worry-free and literally puts the world at your 
fingertips. From the moment you open the box, 

you’ll realize how different the WOW Computer 
is. The components are all connected; all you do is 
plug it into an outlet and your high-speed Internet 
connection. Then you’ll see the screen – it’s now 
22 inches. This is a completely new touch screen 
system, without the cluttered look of the normal 
computer screen. The “buttons” on the screen are 
easy to see and easy to understand. All you do is 
touch one of them, from the Web, Email, Calendar 
to Games– you name it… and a new screen opens 
up. It’s so easy to use you won’t have to ask your 
children or grandchildren for help. Until now, the 
very people who could benefit most from E-mail 
and the Internet are the ones that have had the 
hardest time accessing it. Now, thanks to the 
WOW Computer, countless older Americans are 
discovering the wonderful world of the Internet 
every day. Isn’t it time you took part? Call now, and 
you’ll find out why tens of thousands of satisfied 
seniors are now enjoying their WOW Computers, 
emailing their grandchildren, and experiencing 
everything the Internet has to offer. Call today! 81

05
9

© 2016 first STREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc.

TECHNOLOGY SIMPLIFIED – BIGGER AND BETTER

Wow! A Simple to Use Computer 
Designed Especially for Seniors!

Easy to read. Easy to see. Easy to use. Just plug it in!

• Send & Receive Emails
• Have video chats with family and friends
• Surf the Internet:
 Get current weather and news
• Play games Online:
 Hundreds to choose from!

“I love this computer! It is easy to read
and to use!  I get photo updates from 
my children and grandchildren all the 
time.”    – Janet F.

FREE
Automatic

Software Updates

NEW
Now comes with...

Larger 22-inch hi-resolution 
screen – easier to see

16% more viewing area
Simple navigation – so you  

never get lost
Intel® processor – lightning fast
Computer is in the monitor – 

No bulky tower
Advanced audio, Better speaker  
configuration – easier to hear
Text to Speech translation –  

it can even read your  
emails to you!

U.S. Based Customer Service

Call today!   
Now available for only $1099 
plus shipping and handling.   
Mention promotional code 65331.

1-800-577-9974



August 20 – September 16, 2016
Center Grove ICON
myICON.info   

26 LIFESTYLE

Jordan Fischer is a contributing columnist 
for The Center Grove ICON. To ask Jordan a 
grammar question, write him at  
rjfische@gmail.com.

WIN FIELD LEVEL 
COLTS TICKETS!

Register today at www.raystrash.com for your chance to be a part 
of the Trash for Cash promotion at an Indianapolis Colts game in  
Lucas Oil Stadium. The lucky winner will receive four field level 
tickets, a Colts Jersey, and a chance to win $1,000 in cash!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO FIND OUT MORE

RAYSTRASH.COM
3 1 7 - 5 3 9 - 2 0 2 4

Nick’s 
Tree 
Service

AVAILABLE SERVICES

• Tree Removal 
• Trimming
• Stump Grinding 
• Finish Grading
•  Bucket Truck 

Work 
• Climbing 
• Lot clearing 

LOCALLY OWNED 
& OPERATED

CALL
TODAY!

(317)
524-9100

By Jordan Fischer
Q: I see the 
word 'data' 

used all the time as both a singular and 
plural noun. Can it be both, or is there a 
consistent rule for it?

A: To begin with, "data" comes to us di-
rectly from Latin, where it is the plural form 
of "datum.” In English, we understand data 
as "facts or information used usually to cal-
culate, analyze, or plan something." Data is 
information.  

Some professional organizations have 
endeavored to standardize the use of "data." 
The American Psychological Association, 
which regulates APA Style, has, for example, 
decided that "data" is always to be used as a 
plural noun.

For most uses that don't follow APA Style, 
however, you'll need to decide whether 
"data" is acting as a count noun or a mass 
noun.

The best way to do this is to decide 
whether you are referring to individual units 
of data or an abstract group of data as a 
whole. A trick to help you figure this out at 
first is to mentally add the word "points" af-
ter "data" in the sentence and see whether 

it makes sense.
For example: "These data (points) are out 

of order" vs. "This data (points) comes to 
us from the CDC." In the first sentence, the 
addition of "points" makes sense because 
we are talking about individual data. "Data" 
is therefore a count noun and should be 
treated as a plural. In the second sentence, 
adding "points" doesn't make sense – "data" 
is acting as a mass noun and should get a 
singular verb. 

Sometimes, though, treating "data" as 
a singular or plural noun comes down to 
personal preference. Consider this sentence: 
"Self-reported data (is/are) historically un-
reliable." "Data" could be used as either a 
singular or plural noun in the sentence, and 
both choices would make sense and be 
grammatically acceptable. Like the data it-
self, how you use it is up to you.

Data: Singular or plural?

GRAMMAR GUY



August 20 – September 16, 2016
Center Grove ICON

myICON.info   
27

Charles R. Thomas, M.D. owns Chateau 
Thomas Winery with locations in Plainfield, 
Fishers, Bloomington and Nashville. Contact 
him at charlest@chateauthomas.com.

Regina Miller owns Geek in Pink.  
Contact her with tech questions at  
regina@geekinpink.com or (317) 882-1606.

By Regina Miller
How do I 
permanently 

remove programs from my computer? 
The method to uninstall programs de-

pends on what operating system your com-
puter uses. The two most common ones are 
Microsoft Windows (PC) and OSX (MAC).  Pro-
grams, applications, are removed in Windows 
by navigating to Control Panel, selecting “Un-
install Programs” under the Programs section. 
After a few moments a list of programs will 
populate; scroll through the list and select 
the program you wish to uninstall. 

You may get prompts to confirm the unin-
stall; read the options and select the one that 
corresponds with uninstalling the program 
and the automated process of uninstalling 
will begin. After the program has successfully 
completed the uninstall process you may be 
prompted to reboot; it’s a good idea to fol-
low that suggestion. 

If the program is not listed in the Programs 
list or does not successfully uninstall when 
you have followed that process, it is most 
often due to a software corruption or infec-
tion. If it’s a reputable title that you are trying 
to remove, you many visit the publisher’s 
website and see if an uninstall tool is listed 

to remove the software. In cases where the 
title is unknown or seems suspicious, it’s best 
to seek professional help. Remember: On a 
Windows machine, deleting the icon does 
not uninstall the program – it just deletes the 
shortcut to the installed program. 

How do you remove a program from MAC? 
Open Finder, navigate to and select “Ap-

plications” in the left hand pane; a list of in-
stalled Applications will populate in the right 
hand pane. Select the title you wish to re-
move and drag it to the trashcan icon.  Alter-
natively, right clicking the name of the pro-
gram and selecting “Move to Trash” can also 
uninstall programs. If the program doesn’t 
go away after following this process and a 
reboot, it’s possible the installation is corrupt 
or, in cases of unknown or less reputable pro-
grams, a possible infection. Deleting the icon 
on from the desktop or removing from the 
Dock does not uninstall the program. 

Uninstalling

By Charles R. 
Thomas, M.D.

Rkatsiteli (pro-
nounced, "rkah-tsee-tel'-y") a household 
name, right? Well, probably not where you 
are from, but it is the second most abun-
dant white wine in the world! It originates 
from Georgia, in Russia, but is now found in 
many countries. The numerous plantings in 
nearby Romania, Ukraine, Moldova, and Ar-
menia have given support for market needs. 
Russia considers this grape its most prized 
because of its marvelous flavors and ver-
satility. It can produce wine in many styles, 
making its value such that it can traverse 
several markets. 

Rkatsiteli grapes are generally high in 
acid, which make them valuable for crisp, 
dry white wines but also acid support for 
the sweet, late-harvest, dessert-style wines 
as well. The grape is robust and hardy, mak-
ing grapes with high sugars but well-bal-
anced with acid. The grapes can be left on 
the vine for a late harvest crop. Of all the 
virtues of Rkatsiteli, the one failing seems to 
be its unsuitability as a base wine for spar-
kling wine because of its high alcohol.

Tasting Rkatsiteli reveals a wine that is 
tasty, well-mannered, and palate-compel-
ling regardless of the nature of the weather 
under which the grapes were grown. In 

Georgia, winters with consistent sub-zero 
temperatures are the norm, but Rkatsiteli 
grapes are very sturdy and usually survive. 
Because of adequate to abundant alcohol 
levels, the wines are medium to full-bodied. 
The aromas range from fruity to floral and 
mimic Alsace wines in their flavor profiles. 
Aromas consist of refreshing and restrained 
aromas of green apple, peach, quince, and 
melon. The crisp nature of the wine's bal-
ance has been compared to the Pinot Grigio 
wines of Italy. The finish is medium and 
complex.

Food pairing for this wine includes 
the usual white wine fare such as hors 
d'oeuvres, pasta, shellfish, whitefish, poul-
try, cheeses, and white meats. Rosé ver-
sions of Rkatsiteli would match well with 
processed meats such as ham, sausage, 
and salami. The Port and Sherry versions 
complement nuts, cheeses, cheesecake, and 
sweet desserts. The brandy version would 
go with hard cheeses, nuts, and perhaps a 
good friend.

	

Rkatsiteli, a versatile wine
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TsT Home Improvement Services 
Tip of the Month  By Tom S. Truesdale

               

 

TsT Home Improvement Services
Helping people one job at a time...

317-550-8677
GENERAL CONTRACTING

Plainfield, IN • email: thomas_truesdale@yahoo.com
website: tsthomeimprovement.com

Floor Plan Changes
Floor plan changes can be applied 
to almost any interior renovations: 
This season is a great time to com-
plete projects on the inside of your 
home. This month I will provide 
some general thoughts regarding 
floor plan changes that can be ap-
plied to most bathroom, kitchen, 
basement and garage renovations.
1. Relocation of a wall can 

be simple or complicated 
depending on the situation but 
can provide a great solution to 
square footage needs by combining  
2 rooms into one:
•	 Evaluate if the wall is load bearing.
•	 If a load bearing wall, a beam will 

need to be installed to carry the load.
•	 Determine the size of the opening 

desired between the adjacent rooms.
•	 Example: Opening up a wall between 

a kitchen and a dinning room can 
provide an open concept that makes 
the existing space much more 
efficient.

2. Adding a wall / doorway to an open 
bonus room can create an additional 
bedroom:
•	 The bedroom must have an 

exterior window.
•	 If in a basement, egress codes  

must be met.
3. Opening a wall in a bathroom into an 

adjacent closet or bedroom can capture 
space creating a larger bathroom:
•	 Tub, sink and toilet relocation is 

generally necessary to make this 
strategy successful.

•	 A master bath can be created by 
installing a connection between 
rooms.

4. Enclosing a garage door can create 
additional living space. Many things 
must be considered in a garage 
repurpose project:
•	 Exterior finish
•	 HVAC
•	 Electrical

Floor plan changes can be a great way to 
solve existing space problems and make 
the square footage of your home more 
efficient. The examples above are greatly 
simplified for the sake of this brief article; 
time should be taken planning and evalu-
ating existing conditions and scope of work 
before beginning construction. Designing 
with consideration of all the options and 
costs is key before beginning construction 
to achieve a successful project. As always, 
consult with a local qualified construction 
professional before starting your project. I 
hope this month’s tips are helpful, please 
do not hesitate to call if you have any ques-
tions. 



Doctor Makes Hearing Aids Aff ordable for Everyone

Board-certifi ed Ear, Nose, and Throat physician 
Dr. S. Cherukuri, a graduate of the prestigious 
University of  Michigan School of  Medicine, 
built a very successful practice helping patients 
with hearing problems. “I was often frustrated by 
the fact that many of my patients could benefi t 
from the use of a  hearing aid, but unfortunately 
couldn’t  aff ord one. I then made it my mission to 
change this, making quality digital hearing aids 
aff ordable for anyone who needs one.” 

It’s Nearly Invisible “I knew when I developed a new line of hear-
ing aids that one of the most important requirements would be for the 
device to be hard for others to see,” said Dr. Cherukuri. “One of the 
biggest objections people have to wearing a hearing aid is that they 
are embarrassed. Our design helps people get past this concern.”  

Digital Hearing Aid Outperforms Competitors The new 
medical grade hearing aid is called MDHearingAid® AIR.  It is 
sleek, lightweight, and full of the same advanced digital technology 
found in higher-priced devices, but at a small fraction of the price. “I 
couldn’t understand why everything in the digital world kept coming 
down in price, like computers, TVs, and DVD players, but not digi-
tal hearing aids,” Cherukuri said. Once the doctor started to realize 
his dream and was able to produce a device that costs 90% less, the 
industry was turned upside down.

So How Does He Do It?  Since 90% of people with hearing loss 
have similar needs, MDHearingAids were designed to meet those 
needs with user-adjustable features, avoiding the need for expensive 
customized hearing aids. This also makes it so easy for people to try 
the product, because no prescription is needed, even though it’s an 
FDA-Registered Medical-Grade digital hearing aid. 

With their 45 Risk-Free Trial, you can try it at home and if you’re 
not completely satisfi ed, just return it. It’s that simple. They even 
provide Free Shipping and Free Batteries. 

Sreekant Cherukuri
Board Certifi ed Ear, Nose 
and Throat Doctor, and 
MDHearingAid Founder

For the Lowest Price Plus FREE 
Shipping Call Today

1-800-413-3153
Mention O� er Code AJ76 to Get 
FREE Batteries for a Full Year!

Doctors & Buyers Agree, 
“AIR is the Best Digital Value!”

“...This product is just as eff ective (if not more) than traditional overly-
priced hearing aids.” – Dr. Chang 

“I have been wearing hearing aids for over 25 years and 
these are the best behind-the-ear aids I have tried.” 
– Gerald L.  

“...an excellent quality-to-price ratio.” 
– J. May, MD 

“This is truly a miracle... I don’t even know how to 
begin thanking you for giving me my life back!” 
– Sherri H. 

Digital Hearing Aid Costs 90% Less
SAME FEATURES AS 

EXPENSIVE HEARING AID
 COMPETITORS FOR

90% LESSNearly 
Invisible!

Mini behind-the-ear hearing aid with 
thin tubing for a nearly invisible 
profi le

Advanced Noise Reduction to make 
speech clearer

Feedback Cancellation eliminates 
whistling

Wide Dynamic Range Compression 
makes soft sounds audible and loud 
sounds comfortable

Telecoil setting for use with compati-
ble phones, and looped environments 
like churches

3 Programs and Volume Dial accom-
modate most common types of hear-
ing loss even in challenging listening 
environments

BREAKING NEWS
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Talking about faith
For AJ and Sarah 

Eder and their two 
boys, Emmanuel 
Church of Greenwood 
has become a second 

family.
“We get to do things together as a fam-

ily with our small group,” Sarah stated. “Our 
boys are making friends with the kids of 
others members in our group. We fellowship 
with our extended family, our small group 
family, often and I think that is huge.” 

“Emmanuel is also huge on global mis-
sions,” Sarah said. AJ will partake in a hike 
to raise money for Africa New Life. “We are 
climbing Mount Rainier,” AJ stated, “and 
raising money to build more churches and 
schools and to provide meals for children.”

What is it about your place of worship 
that helps you grow spiritually?

The small group was the catalyst in our 
spiritual growth. We loved taking in and 
digesting the sermons, but we were really 
able to study them and break them down 
within our group.

How does your place of worship  
help you feel connected?

The Lord is the common thread of all of 
our discussions. It has given us all some-
thing to base our lives, our decisions, our 
respect, and our love for each other on. We 
have found ourselves talking through differ-
ent scenarios of life and applying it to Christ 
more. Talking about our faith in everyday 
conversation with the boys has become 
easier when we make Christ the center of 
everything.

Why would you recommend your  
place of worship to someone?

The environment caters to families. The 
children’s ministry is wonderful, and that is 
one of the things that drew us here. Danny 
Anderson, the pastor, is very relevant in the 
way that we look at scripture and apply it to 
today’s life. From the beginning, we would 
walk away feeling like we had a new per-
spective into God’s word.

Compiled by Beth Wade

By Pastor  
Chris Philbeck

The Roman Em-
peror Marcus Aurelius once said, "The most 
important things in life are the thoughts 
you to choose to think." If this is true, then 
the most important decision you'll make to-
day is what to think about. You can choose 
to think thoughts of faith or thoughts of 
doubt, thoughts of hope or thoughts of de-
spair, thoughts of love or thoughts of hate. 
But make no mistake, whatever thoughts 
you choose will ultimately find their way 
into your words and your actions as the day 
wears on and so, in the end, it will be your 
thoughts that shape your life. 

In Romans 12:2, Paul writes, “Don’t copy 
the behavior and customs of this world, but 
let God transform you into a new person 
by changing the way you think” (New Liv-
ing Translation). What a powerful concept, 
but how does this happen? It happens as 
you read God’s Word and let it fill your mind 
and shape your thoughts. And when you do 
that, when you make reading God’s Word a 
priority in your life, you’ll find you can make 
the choice to believe the best about the 
future He has planned for you. That’s called 
faith. 

When you make reading God’s Word a 
priority in your life, you’ll find you can make 

the choice to expect the best in each situa-
tion because you’ll know that God is at work 
in the details. That’s called hope. 

When you make reading God’s Word a 
priority in your life you’ll find you can make 
the choice to give your best to those around 
you, because that’s what God has called you 
to do. That’s called love. 

Then one day you’ll wake up and real-
ize that your life has become filled with the 
very things you chose to think about – faith, 
hope and love. Proverbs 4:23 says, “Above all 
else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring 
of life.” In other words, “Guard your heart 
because everything about your life flows 
from the heart.” If you’re familiar with your 
Bible, you know that the “heart” is always 
a reference to the mind: the source of our 
thoughts. Guard your mind, friend, because 
it has the power to shape your life. Guard 
your mind by choosing to let God change 
the way you think as you fill it with the truth 
of His Word. This is something all of us can 
do, and we can start today.

Chris Philbeck is senior pastor of  
Mount Pleasant Christian Church.  
You may email him at  
inquiry@mpccministry.com  
or call (317) 881-6727.

Changing the way  
you think

FAITH

WHERE WE 
WORSHIP

DEVOTIONAL

AJ and Sarah Eder with their two sons  
Anthony and Alex. Submitted Photo

Source: SMARI, Inc.

Call Today: (317) 300-8782

100%
What is 

Center 
Grove 
ICON’S 
average 

readership?

$1499

Large 1 topping traditional 
crust pizza and an order of 

breadsticks

Like us on Facebook! Exp: 9/17/2016

2 N State  
Rd #135

Bargersville, IN
317.422.8114

www.legacycremationservices.com

1604 W Morris Street • (317) 637-3733
5215 N. Shadeland Avenue • (317) 562-0145

SERVICES  
CREMATION & FUNERAL  

Superior Services For Significantly Less
Basic Funeral with Casket starting at $2,495

Basic Cremation starting at $1,295

Emmanuel Church of Greenwood parishioners AJ and Sarah 
Eder put Christ in the center of all family discussions 

Emmanuel Church  
of Greenwood

1640 W. Stones Crossing Rd.
Greenwood, IN 46143

(317) 535-9673
eclife.org
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Compiled by Nicole Davis

ICON of the Month

As Center Grove Community Schools began the 2016-17 school year Aug. 2, Sugar Grove 
Elementary School Principal Dr. Davin Harpe says he looks forward to continuing to help 
students strive through the year and families to feel connected to the school. 

Davin was recently named Indiana Association of School Principals District 9 Principal of the 
Year. He will be recognized on Nov. 20 as part of the 2016 Principals of the Year Recognition 
Celebration. 

“I don’t think it’s me,” he says. “I know that this award is called the principal of the year 
award, but I wish it was called the school family of the year award. Real substantial evidence 
of higher student achievement plays an impact on this award. It’s our kids who are achieving 
at such high levels. I know they’re getting the support they need from our staff and their 
families. I know I wouldn’t be recognized with this award if that kind of achievement 
wasn’t happening.”

Davin is from Tell City, Ind. He earned a Bachelor’s in elementary education 
from Indiana University, Master’s in educational administration from Ball 
State University and a PHD in district level leadership from Purdue 
University. He and his wife, Betsy, moved to central Indiana in 1999. 

Davin has taught at Western Boone Community School 
Corporation, Hamilton Southeastern School Corporation in Fishers, 
was principals at Parkside Elementary in Columbus, Ind. He helped 
open a school in Franklin Township, Indianapolis, in 2007. He 
served as a principal in Brownsburg before deciding to come to 
Sugar Grove Elementary in 2013. 

One of Davin’s first actions as principal at Sugar Grove was to 
introduce a collaborative program called Professional Learning 
Communities. The goal is to ensure teachers are working together 
to find the best way to serve their students. 

“We’re constantly asking ourselves four simple questions,” 
he says, “what do we want our kids to learn, how do we know 
our kids have learned it, what do we do if they don’t learn it 
and what do we do if our kids already know it, to extend and 
enrich on their learning. Our teachers have just run with that 
and have never looked back. As I look at our school today, we 
are very collaborative because of that process. We are focused 
on very specific and intentional things that are individualized 
for our kids.”

Outside of his work at Sugar Grove, Davin was recently accepted 
into Leadership Johnson County. He attends Stones Crossing 
Church, and says he looks forward to volunteering each October with 
the Indiana Down’s Syndrome Buddy Walk. He and Betsy have three 
children, who will or do attend Sugar Grove: Wyatt (9), Charlotte (8) and 
Maggie (3).

Here, we learn more about our September Center Grove Icon of the 
Month, Dr. Davin Harpe:

What do you consider your greatest virtue? Reflective.  I am 
always trying to learn how I can be better at all aspects of life. 

What do you most deplore in others? I defer judgment whenever 
possible.  It is important to support, forgive, and expect the best in people.  
Seek first to understand, and only then, to be understood.  

What do you like most about living in Center Grove? The people.  We are so 
lucky to live in such a neighborly and friendly community.  We expect excellence and 
are willing to do our part in achieving it.   

If you had to live anywhere else in the Metro Indianapolis area, where would it be? 
Center Grove is home.  We’ve lived in other areas, and I cannot imagine moving my family 
away from here.

If you could begin life over, what would you change? I have wished some things could 
have occurred differently as they were happening, but looking back at the big picture, I 
wouldn’t change a thing.  I feel so blessed to have the family, friends, career and life that I 
was given.  

If money were no issue, how would you spend it? I would give to God by making sure my 
church had everything it needed, and I would travel the world with my family.  

What makes you happiest? Spending time with my wife and kids. 

What is your favorite vacation spot? Waiting in long lines so my kids can meet Disney 
characters, because I know one day I will wish I could do that again.  I also love the Napali 
Coast in Kauai, Hawaii.  

What do you do with idle time? I am blessed with a full life, but when I get idle time I tend 
to work on home improvement projects.

What do you do to escape from reality? I love to golf, especially when my 
kids go with me.  I am also a PADI certified advanced open water scuba 

diver and love to be in, on, and around water.  

What or who is the greatest love of your life? My wife, Betsy, 
whose love and support have always inspired me to do and be 
more.  I have learned so much from her.  

Which living person in Center Grove do you most admire? 
Fire Chief Jeremy Pell is a true community man with a servant’s 

heart.  He genuinely cares for others, and I enjoy speaking 
with him every time our paths cross.  

What is the quality you like most in a person? I like people 
who choose to be positive, kind, and honest.

What is your greatest extravagance? I recently became a 
member at a local golf course, which is something I have wanted to 

do for a long time.

What are your fears/phobias? Heights and snakes – I could do 
without them both.  

What has been the happiest time of your life? Every decade has given 
me many terrific memories, and I know the best have yet to come.  My 

wife and I are having so much fun with our son and two daughters right 
now.  They are just getting to the age when they can travel easier, play a full 

round of golf, ride roller coasters, and try new adventures.    

Which talent would you most like to possess? I would love to be a 
professional golfer.  I could travel the world, play golf, and use that 

stage to inspire kids worldwide to learn at high levels and be great 
contributors to society.  

What do you most value in your friends? I can count on them to 
lend a hand, share some laughs, and offer great advice.  

Which historical figure do you most admire? Benjamin 
Franklin made so many contributions as an inventor, 
scientist, author, printer, politician, and more.  His wisdom 

and endless efforts to improve the society in which he lived 
have greatly impressed me.   

What is your greatest regret? I often regret not making sure my kids have their shoes on 
before we drive away from our house.  

What tenet do you live by? Live your life with hope – guided by knowledge and inspired 
by love. 

Dr. Davin Harpe Principal of Sugar Grove Elementary is 
named district 9 Principal of the Year
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LANDSCAPING/LAWN SERVICE

LAWN SERVICE
Grant Key’s

F R E E  E S T I M AT E S
(317) 727-7999

email: keylawn@hotmail.com

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL  
HOA’S • CHURCHES

MOWING • LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE • MULCHING 
HEDGE TRIMMING • SNOW REMOVAL • SALTING/DEICING 

Your KEY 
to Quality 

Service
Specializing in…

MOWING 
FROM 
$39

LANDSCAPING/LAWN SERVICE

WRITERS WANTED!

CALL FOR ALL YOUR 
LANDSCAPING NEEDS
•  Tree & Shrub Removal  

and Installation 
•  Concrete Sidewalks, Patios  

& Driveways 
• Top Soil Deliveries,  

Drainage Issues

Office: 889-8423  
or Cell: 319-2617
Family Owned & Operated Since 1950

Kenny Albers Landscaping

Fully Insured • Member of the A-List

HEATING & COOLING HEATING & COOLING HEATING & COOLING

Advertise in the Service Guide… Call (317) 300-8782 for more information.

Quiz on Page 5

1. B
2. B
3. D
4. A
5. C

Visit online:
myICON.info

WRITERS WANTED! 
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENTS

The Center Grove ICON is seeking correspondents  
to join its editorial team. Must have basic knowledge 

of writing… will work with the right person.  
Must have your own transportation. Times-Leader 

Publications, LLC is an equal opportunity employer. 
Send resume to: ndavis@icontimes.com

AUTO UPHOLSTERY

Auto UpholsterSewing
Technician needed. 

Full time
Kent Auto Upholstery

 
Reply by email:  

kakent@comcast.net

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!

“Indy’s Oldest Heating & Cooling Co.”

317-639-1111 callthiele.com

FREE
2nd Opinion

Will be honored upon presentation of
Competitor Invoice at time of service.

Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 9/20/16.

133rd Anniversary Sale

$59.95
Furnace

or Heat Pump
Tune Up

Must present at time of service.
Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Mon-Fri 8am-4pm. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 9/20/16.

133rd Anniversary Sale

Must present at time of service.
Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.

Thiele 639-1111. Expires 9/20/16.

1/2
price

Service call
Must present at time of service.

Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount
W/ paid repair. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 9/20/16. M-F 8-4

133rd Anniversary Sale

No Hassle Financing Available! WAC

Save
$45

133rd Anniversary Sale

FREE
10 Year Warranty
on the purchase of a

90% furnace,
air conditioner or heat pump

Save up to

$480

or email: legals@icontimes.com

NOW ACCEPTING 
LEGAL 

ADS
Call 300-8782



ANY PLUMBING REPAIR
OR DRAIN CLEANING

Not valid with any other offers. Cannot combine offers. Some restrictions apply. Coupon 
must be presented at time of service. Expires 9/30/16

Go to www.CartersMyPlumber.com for more info!

 DRAIN WATER HEATER & CLEAN AIR SCREEN

Excludes Tankless Flush. Coupon must be presented at time of service. Expires 9/30/16

WATER 
HEATER 
FLUSH

$49

Plumber to your door!

$29
Monday-Friday 8a-3p. Coupon must be presented at time of service. Cannot be 
combined with any other offers. Fee waived with work done.  9/30/16

Save 10% or 21 Mos ZERO % Financing     Expires 9/30/16

ANY TUB/SHOWER 

CO
88

90
00

54

8:00 AM 5:00 PM10:00 AM 12:00 PM 3:00 PM

SAVE $50

859-9999
Call now!

ZERO % FINANCING AVAILABLE

CO88
90

00
54

Lowest Price in INDY!

Max & Bella
Stress Management

Kelson & Jamie
  2nd & 3rd Generation 

Plumbers

REPLACEMENT 
10%

  IN JUST ONE DAY! 
 You Can Get A New Tub 

FREE In-
Home Estimate!       

Call 859-9999

SAVEFREE      
ESTIMATE


